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Week Ending Friday, February 21, 1992 


Proclamation 6404—National 
Visiting Nurse Associations Week, 
1992 


February 14, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of Ame: ica 


A Proclamation 


When Florence Nightingale and William 
Rathbone’s concept of the visiting nurse was 
brought to the United States in 1885, that 
event marked the beginning of a long and 
distinguished tradition of service to home- 
bound Americans. Today the Department of 
Health and Human Services reports that 
more than 1,500,000 men, women, and chil- 
dren receive home health care and support 
services through visiting nurse associations. 
Such assistance is invaluable to persons who 
are terminally ill, to persons who are recover- 
ing from a temporary illness or injury, and 
to persons who are incapacitated by a chronic 
disease or disability—individuals who might 
otherwise be forced to seek care in an institu- 
tional setting. Visiting nurse associations en- 
able these Americans to obtain needed serv- 
ices in the comfort and security of their own 
homes. 

While it is inspired by the same spirit of 
compassion and volunteerism, the role of the 
visiting nurse has changed dramatically over 
the past 100 years. In addition to providing 
medical care, visiting nurse associations also 
offer social services, nutritional counseling 
and Meals-on-Wheels programs, as well as 
physical, speech, and occupational therapy. 
Today's visiting nurse associations also oper- 
ate wellness clinics, hospices, and adult day 
care centers. Their efforts are a reminder 
that health care is made more accessible and 
more affordable by the hundreds of thou- 
sands of Americans who volunteer their time 
and service to others. 

The Visiting Nurse Associations of Amer- 
ica are independently operated community 


organizations that serve more than 500 urban 
and rural communities in 45 States. These 
organizations are committed to providing 
quality health care to all people, regardless 
of one’s ability to pay, and this week, we 
gratefully salute the many hardworking pro- 
fessionals and volunteers who help to uphold 
their wonderful tradition of service. 

The Congress, by Public Law 102-207, has 
designated the week beginning February 16, 
1992, as “National Visiting Nurse Associa- 
tions Week” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of February 16 
through February 22, 1992, as National Visit- 
ing Nurse Associations Week. I invite all 
Americans to observe this week with appro- 
priate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:20 a.m., February 18, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 15, 
and it was published in the Federal Register 
on February 19. 


Remarks at the Door-to-Door 
Kickoff Rally in Nashua, New 
Hampshire 


February 15, 1992 


The President. Thank you so much. And 
first, let me thank our great campaign man- 
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ager, our leader up here, our chairman, Judd 
Gregg, the Governor of this State. What a 
job he’s done. And from the neighboring 
State, Governor Bill Weld, doing a superb 
job for the principles we believe in, and also 
Paul Cellucci, my longtime friend who is a 
great Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts, 
here with us today. Speaking of Governors, 
I’m proud to be with the former Governor 
of this State, John Sununu. And there’s an- 
other former Governor who’s helped me so 
much, Hugh Gregg, who’s around here 
someplace. And also, may I thank Senator 
Warren Rudman, the great Senator from 
New Hampshire; Congressman Bill Zeliff 
with us today; the distinguished Members of 
Congress, my friends from Washington and 
other States that are with us, three of them 
here today; and then John Stabile, our fi- 
nance chairman. We've got a first-class team. 
And I’m glad to see all of you as a part of 
it. Thank you. 

Let me be very clear as to why I’m here. 
I want to lead this country for another 4 
years. And I ask for your support. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Having watched this, 
sometimes close in and sometimes from afar, 
I really honestly believe that the people of 
New Hampshire are a little bit tired of all 
the negative advertisements and all the at- 
tack-dog tactics coming from the left and 
coming from the right. What they want to 
do is see progress for the State of New 
Hampshire, not listen to a lot of political 
carping. 

I will continue with a positive campaign. 
I will continue to lead this country. And first 
on the economy, I have sent a comprehensive 
plan to the United States Congress. And it 
was so heavy I asked Barbara if she would 
carry it. Here it is. Here it is. Everybody read 
it, and we’re going to have a quiz afterward 
here. [Laughter] 

The reason I held that up is this: Yester- 
day, I’m told, New Hampshire voters were 
subjected to flat, outright lies about this plan. 
This plan includes many things, including de- 
ductions for student loans and, perhaps most 
important, a tax relief provision for families 
with children. It’s there. It’s in this bill. And 
I want the Congress to move on this just as 
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soon as possible. And it must be done in this 
session of Congress. Keep the pressure on 
the Congress. 

And in addition, in addition, I’ve broken 
out seven of my proposals that would have 
the greatest immediate effect on stimulating 
this economy. And these should be the least 
controversial provisions. I’ve asked Congress 
to put politics aside now, take a look at each 
one of them, and to move now. Interest rates 
are low. Inflation is low. The gloom and 
doom candidates are wrong. The way to help 
the people in this State who desperately need 
help is to get Congress to set aside politics 
long enough to pass the seven incentives in 
this bill. And they ought to do it. 

The key provisions—you know this State— 
the key provision, a $5,000 tax credit to help 
people buy their first home. And for New 
Hampshire this year, 1,000 new housing 
starts and 2,000 construction jobs if Congress 
will only get going and pass this bill. 

And in these incentives there’s also an in- 
vestment tax allowance. Stimulate the pur- 
chase of capital equipment, capital gains cut 
so that businesses can invest and hire more 
people. That’s money to buy equipment, to 
upgrade the plants, to create new jobs now. 
And this plan can help New Hampshire 
homebuyers and homebuilders literally as 
early as this spring. And it can help business 
buy new equipment and hire more people 
as early as this spring. 

Now, I’ve sent forward this solid action 
plan. But it can only help the people of New 
Hampshire now if the Congress moves now. 
And you know, the New Hampshire legisla- 
ture is in session, I’m told, 45 days a year. 
Now, I gave Congress a deadline to March 
20th. That’s 52 days to pass this little—52 
days to pass this straightforward, common- 
sense, compact program. It is an action plan, 
nothing fancy. And I say give them that, give 
the people of this State this legislation, and 
you watch this economy move forward. And 
you watch the pain and suffering be relieved. 

But Warren Rudman knows this, and Bill 
Zeliff, our great Congressman, knows this. 
Wednesday, the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee’s Democrats, every one of them, voted 
against this plan twice. And Thursday, in a 
closed meeting, they surfaced a scheme that, 
you guessed it, raises taxes and kills this plan 
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for first-time homebuyers. And this cam- 
paign, you hear a lot about sending messages. 
Well, my request to the people of this State 
is, send the Congress a message: Pass this 
plan by March 20th. It can be done, and it 
must be done. 

Lastly, you’ve probably heard around this 
State, from the left, from other places as well, 
the call for economic isolation. Some would 
build a protective wall around this country. 
And that’s wrong. That’s head in the sand. 
That’s not the America that you and I know. 
That is an America running scared. And our 
vision is an America up and running strong, 
the leader of the free world. And they’re not 
going to do it by pulling back. 

I think the voters in New Hampshire are 
pretty smart. They know that there are 
35,000 jobs here that depend on exports. And 
I will not let those candidates or this Con- 
gress put walls of protection around that are 
going to throw those people out of work in 
New Hampshire. 

And so, in just a handful of days, New 
Hampshire is going to decide what kind of 
leadership is right for the nineties. And that’s 
what makes the decision here on Tuesday so 
important for our country. Voters here will 
decide which candidate has the experience 
and the leadership to do right for you and 
to do right for your kids. 

And ladies and gentlemen, I’m in a tough 
race, but I’ve been in tough races before. 
And the stakes are high, not just for me but 
for you and for this country. And I need your 
help, and I am asking for your support. 

You know I’ve been around the track 
some, and these campaigns are rough, per- 
haps roughest on the voters. But this year 
the New Hampshire voters have been sub- 
jected to literally millions of dollars of nega- 
tive attacks, the kind that tear people down, 
don’t offer any solutions, but tear down the 
other guy. And I am confident, very con- 
fident, that the people of New Hampshire 
understand what this election is really about. 
It’s not about who can trash another’s can- 
didacy in some 30-second spot. What it’s 
about is the very serious business of electing 
a President of the United States of America. 
And it’s about somebody that has the tough- 
ness and the experience to lead this country. 
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I believe I am that man, and I want your 
support. Now let’s go out and get to work. 

Thank you, and may God bless the United 
States of America. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Now let’s go out and do a little canvassing. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at 
the Davidson Flight Service hangar at Nash- 
ua Airport. 


Remarks at a Community Welcome 
in New Boston, New Hampshire 


February 15, 1992 


Thank you for that warm welcome to New 
Boston. I was talking to Darlene a minute 
ago, and we were reminiscing. And it does 
seem like old times. I’ve been here several 
times before. And let me just get right to 
the point. I came here to thank you, but I 
also came here to ask for your vote so I will 
be President of the United States for 4 more 
years. 

Let me not only thank Darlene Goodin, 
our chairman here, who is doing a superb 
job day in and day out, but also Governor 
Gregg, the Governor of this State, who is my 
campaign leader; Governor Weld, next-door 
neighbor down in Massachusetts, a new Gov- 
ernor doing a superb job for that State where 
I was born, I'll tell you. And may I salute 
former Governor John Sununu, my friend 
with us here today, and also Senator Hum- 
phrey. He served with distinction in Wash- 
ington, and now he’s serving in the senate 
here. He believes in a government close to 
the people. I salute him; delighted to have 
this support. 

And I heard a little bit of music, and I 
want to thank the principal of this school, 
Rick Matthews, I believe he’s here with us 
today, for arranging all of this. And also thank 
Dr. Jamrog and the fifth and sixth graders 
who did that marvelous work with the band 
back there. Thank you all. 

I want to talk to you briefly about the econ- 
omy. But before that I want to know if Jer- 
emy Forest is here. Jeremy, where are you? 
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Right over there; right here in the front row. 
Now, you guys can’t see him in the back, 
but let me tell you a little about this guy. 
Jeremy Forest is one of, I believe it’s 11 jun- 
ior high students from all across New Eng- 
land who has been put into this Initiative For 
Understanding Between American and So- 
viet Youth. This is an ambassador of good 
will to the new Commonwealth of Independ- 
ent States in Russia over there. And we’re 
delighted, I’m delighted he’s here. I single 
him out because it is, I think, interesting to 
know. 

And these Congressmen that are up here 
from Washington, these distinguished Rep- 
resentatives who are my dear friends, who 
you were introduced to earlier on, they know 
what I’m about to say is true. We have moved 
a long way. We have won the cold war. We 
have beaten down the aggressor in Kuwait, 
that was Mr. Saddam Hussein. And now guys 
like Jeremy can go over there and interact 
with the young people in the Commonwealth 
of Independent States, and we can talk about 
friendship instead of nuclear war. And I think 
that is a blessing for the United States of 
America. 

Well, I’m glad to be here on a positive, 
upbeat note. And let me just say I think the 
people here might be getting just a little bit 
tired of all the negative campaigns, all the 
attack-dog advertisements coming at them 
from left and right. The people of New 
Hampshire are positive. They al like al- 
ways trying to tear down the other guy. And 
so, I’m going to continue to keep on a posi- 
tive note. 

I must Say as a competitor, you know, I 
get kicked around too much. But that’s all 
right. They’re coming at me from deep left 
field and deep right field. And I’ve been out 
there to Fenway Park; I know what it’s like. 
Stay the course. Stand up and say what you 
are for. 

And let me tell you what I am for. I’m 
going to continue with a positive campaign. 
And first, on the economy, we've got to get 
this economy moving again. And I have sent 
a comprehensive plan to the United States 
Congress. Now, I asked John Sununu to carry 
it for me. Here it is. I won’t ask everybody 
to read one. Look at the size of this thing. 
This is a comprehensive plan. It is now be- 
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fore the House; it is now before the Senate. 
It is a message that we need. We need this 
passed. And it is all here. 

And yesterday, I’m told that we got shot 
at from a couple of quarters up here. People 
and the New Hampshire voters were sub- 
jected to flat, let me call them outright lies 
about this plan. This plan includes many 
things, including deductions for student 
loans. But the one I want to mention, per- 
haps most important to every family here, 
is a tax relief provision for families with chil- 
dren. We need it. We’ve got it paid for in 
that plan, and we ought to pass it. 

And so, don’t listen to those negative ads 
that say it’s not there; it is. And I want this 
whole program passed by the end of this ses- 
sion of Congress. And I think if we had more 
people like Bill Zeliff and Warren Rudman 
and Bob Smith in the Congress, we could 
get it passed. But please keep the pressure 
on the United States Congress. 

Then, in addition to this major overall 
plan, I’ve broken out seven of my proposals 
that would have the greatest immediate ef- 
fect on stimulating the economy. And these 
are important in a State where real estate 
has been on its back, homebuilding has been 
sluggish if not almost imperceptible. 

And here’s what it does, here’s the back- 
ground. Interest rates are now low. Inflation 
is now low. The economy is poised for recov- 
ery. And the way to help the people in the 
State who desperately need help is to get 
Congress to set aside politics just long 
enough to pass this part of this plan, the in- 
centives, the seven incentives in the plan. 

Now, let me give you one key provision. 
Young people ought to be interested in this, 
a $5,000 tax credit to help people buy their 
first home. It would get the homebuilding 
industry moving. And it is here. The head 
of the National Home Builders was up here 
saying if there was any single proposal that 
would help turn homebuilding around, it is 
this proposal of the President of the United 
States. And in New Hampshire it would 
mean 1,000 new housing starts, 2,000 con- 
struction jobs. 

I also have in this plan, we have in this 
plan an investment tax allowance. We have 
in it a much-needed capital gains tax cut so 
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that businesses can hire more people, get 
more people put to work. 

But here’s the key point: This is not cam- 
paign rhetoric. What this thing is—let me 
just tell you, New Hampshire homebuyers 
and homebuilders can be on the move as 
early as this spring. And it can help business 
get new equipment, hire more people as 
early as this spring. This is a solid action plan. 
It can only help the people of New Hamp- 
shire now if Congress acts now. 

And you know your legislature, the State 
legislature, what, meets for 45 days a year? 
Well, I gave Congress a deadline of March 
20th. That’s 52 days to pass these seven little 
incentives that would really help this econ- 
omy. There’s nothing flashy here. All we 
need is action. And we gave them the legisla- 
tion. I’ve showed you the bill. And let me 
tell you what the Democrats back in Wash- 
ington did just this week. On Wednesday, the 
Ways and Means Committee Democrats 
voted against this plan twice, and then Thurs- 
day, they, in a closed-session meeting, they 
surfaced a scheme that raises taxes. They say 
tax the rich. That hits the little guy over and 
over again. And we do not need to raise taxes; 
we need to put incentives into this economy. 

So my plea is, don’t vote for some gim- 
mick. Don’t vote for some shadowy promise. 
Here’s a plan that is before the Congress 
right now, and it can start moving this econ- 
omy out of the doldrums faster than any 
other answer. So I ask for your support. 

Now, lastly, you’ve probably heard the call 
around here for economic isolation. Some 
would build a wall around America. That’s 
wrong-headed. That’s head in the sand, not 
the America that you and I know. And theirs 
is an America—those that would do that, 
whether they’re on the Democrat side or the 
Republican side, those who would say pro- 
tection and isolation are running scared. 
America is not a country to run scared. We 
are the leader of the free world. We need 
to stay involved in international trade, not 
get protection going again in this country. 

Let me tell you what this means to your 
neighbors in New Boston. Thirty-five thou- 
sand jobs in this State depend on exports, 
selling abroad. We start to put up walls of 
protection, other people do the same thing, 
and those 35,000 jobs go down the drain. We 
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cannot go back to the failed days of isolation 
and protection. And as long as I’m President 
we will not go back. Our exports are moving, 
and they have helped the New Hampshire 
economy. And with our plan in effect, they'll 
help it even more. Help me fight against pro- 
tection and isolation. 

And so, on Tuesday New Hampshire is 
going to have a lot to say about who is the 
next President of the United States. You’re 
going to be asked to make a serious vote. 
Who has the experience? Who has the dem- 
onstrated leadership to stand up and do 
right? And I believe that I am the person 
that has the leadership. I hope I dem- 
onstrated that when we kicked Saddam Hus- 
sein out of Kuwait. And he’d still have been 
there if you had listened to some of my oppo- 
nents, still been there. 

So, I know I’m in a tough race, but I’ve 
been in tough races before, many of you at 
my side in those battles. And the stakes are 
high not just for me, but they are high for 
our country. And I need your help. And I 
am up here to proudly say I want to be your 
President and to humbly say I ask for your 
support. Give me that support so we can get 
this country moving on the economic front 
and keep us the leader of the world on the 
international front. 

I’m told that, Judd was telling me and oth- 
ers today, that we’ve been subjected here to 
a lot of negative advertisements. The voters 
have been subjected to millions of dollars of 
these negative attacks, the kind that just tear 
people down by name and turn people off, 
I think. But I am confident that the people 
of New Hampshire understand what this 
election is about. It’s not about who can trash 
another person’s candidacy in some 30-sec- 
ond spot. It’s about who can lead this coun- 
try, who can continue to lead the free world. 
And what it’s really about is setting a direc- 
tion of this country for the next 4 years. 

And again, I need your support to continue 
this job. Thank you all. And may God bless 
our great country, the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. at 
New Boston Central Elementary School. 
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Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session in Goffstown, New 
Hampshire 

February 15, 1992 


The President. Thank you for that warm 
welcome back. Before we get started, let me 
just thank Dr. Conway, the superintendent, 
and to thank Ms. Colby, who is the assistant 
principal here, and Vivian Blondeau, the 
chairman of the school board, and say how 
pleased I am to be here and pleased that 
we have this opportunity to meet in this won- 
derful school. 

What we are going to do today is just, in 
the 20 minutes allocated, take questions. So, 
I think the way to do it is just let me say 
one word: I’m up here to ask the support 
of the people of New Hampshire to be Presi- 
dent of the United States for 4 more years. 

And we've made a lot of progress in the 
world. The cold war is over. International im- 
perial communism, the aggressive part, 
reaching out, trying to do in others, that’s 
finished; it’s dead. Aggression has been 
pushed back and international law estab- 
lished by the international defeat, you might 
say, of Saddam Hussein when we kicked him 
out of Kuwait. 

So, a lot of good things have happened. 
And we are clearly the leaders of the world. 
And I do not want to see us pull back into 
isolation in fear because the economy of this 
State and other States is hurting. And so, 
what I’m asking the American people to do 
is say please help me get through Congress 
the economic growth package that I have sit- 
ting down there now. It would move the 
housing industry, the real estate industry, 
would lift the spirits of this State. So, we’ve 
got a plan. It isn’t a campaign plan. It’s en- 
shrined, enrolled in two big pieces of legisla- 
tion. And I need your help leaning on the 
United States Congress. 

Let me thank the man who introduced me, 
who is our leader here, Governor Gregg of 
this State. I’m very fortunate to have him as 
my campaign chairman and delighted he’s 
here and has just introduced me. 

Now, with no further ado, I’d be glad to 
take any questions. Yes, sir. 
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Banking Industry 


Q. Mr. President, my question is, the 
banking industry in this State is very, very, 
very tight. I would like to know, what can 
our Government do to relieve the rules and 
the pressures of the Fannie Mae, which is 
from a one-family to a four-family home, and 
to stop the foreclosures that are going on 
with people that should not have their home 
poms a on? And then also, in the business 
sector, relieve the pressures from the banks 
so they can loan us money so we can put 
people back to work? They will not loan 
money to any business. Thank you. 

The President. Well, it’s a very important 
question. And one thing we are trying to do 
is to relieve this credit crunch by : a 
better job on regulation. We've called in all 
the regulators. We can’t go back to forgiving 
bad practices; we’re not going to do that. But 
they've gone too far the other way. And I 
think the best answer to freeing up credit 
is trying to get these regulators to go forward 
and take a hard look at the existing regula- 
tions, as we’ve done, and say, “Look, good 
banks should make good loans; don’t discour- 
age them.” Interest rates are down. We are 
poised, because of where interest rates are 
and inflation is, to make a real recovery in 
this country. 

And so, I’m optimistic that these banks will 
begin to start making loans. Their balance 
sheets are in much better shape nationally. 
The regulation load is being lightened, al- 
though I’m having a big fight with Congress 
on some of that right now in the Senate 
Banking Committee. And I think it’s going 
to move in the right direction. 

On Fannie Mae, it’s tough because those 
are independent, and we can’t snap our fin- 
gers and control them. 

But credit crunch, it’s hurt us. My appeal 
is to the good, sound institutions to make 
sound banking loans, and I think that’s the 
kind you’re talking about. I don’t think any- 
one wants to go back to the excesses of the 
eighties in terms of savings and loan excess 
or financial excess. One thing that’s cost us 
and has hurt the deficit is the money that 
the Government has had to put in to cover 
the depositors. One good thing is not one 
single . cereal has lost money. And I’m de- 
termined to keep it that way. But I think this 
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change in regulations is going to help. Thank 
you. 
Who’s over—yes? 


Capital Gains Tax Cut 


Q. Welcome, President Bush, thank you. 
I’m a student of business right now, and I 
have a business question for you. You pro- 
posed a capital gains cut which, it seems to 
me, is going to benefit people who are invest- 
ing in art, in jewelry, and other things, in- 
stead of an investment tax credit which would 
invest in business and make it more competi- 
tive and more productive. Why is that? 

The President. We have proposed, maybe 
you missed it, in our proposal we have before 
the Congress right now an investment tax al- 
lowance. The ITC, itself, what you call in- 
vestment tax, is terribly expensive. I think the 
revenue loss estimates were something like 
$250 billion. So, we couldn’t do that and fit 
it into our budget plan without a tax increase 
which I would like to firmly avoid, and I’m 
determined to avoid. 

Investment tax allowance is what you 
might more appropriately call more rapid de- 
preciation which will stimulate the kind of 
investment you're talking about. The capital 
gains cut, I am absolutely convinced, will 
stimulate jobs and stimulate investment, too. 
It worked under the Steiger amendment in 
1978. And I think it would have a very salu- 
tary effect. And it isn’t what some of the op- 
ponents call it, a tax break for the rich. It’s 
going to create jobs. It’s going to create peo- 
ple taking more risks. 

So, look at how it worked in ’78. And I 
think you'll find that this combination of 
these two things really will stimulate the 
economy. And what’s happened, I send this 
seven-point—they’re all stimulatory tax pro- 
visions—say to the Congress, “Pass it by 
March 20th.” They go in behind closed 
doors, beat it on a straight party-line vote, 
including this investment tax allowance, ITC 
type of thing, and come out and say, “Well, 
what we've got to do is redistribute the 
wealth by increasing taxes.” 

I do not think that’s what the American 
people want, and I’m going to fight for this 
growth package. I’m not going to give up on 
it. I think we can make some headway in 
the Senate and in the House floor. But I’m 
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not sure; we may not agree on a capital gains. 

You take a look at this ITA, this tax allowance, 

this stimulation; I think you'll find it’s good. 
Yes, sir? 


Federal Government Spending 


Q. Thank you for coming here. My ques- 
tion to you, I’ve heard your speech recently, 
is reducing the size of the Government. 
We've gotten so big and so out of control. 
Can you speak to us, Federal level, what can 
be done to lower the cost and the size of 
the Government? 

The President. Lowering the cost of it, 
it’s a good point. It is too big and takes too 
much out in the gross national product in 
taxes. 

The only good thing about the budget 
agreement that was passed in 1990 is that 
it put caps on the Federal spending. It put 
caps on discretionary spending. Now, I hear 
some candidates running around here, 
around this State, saying they’re going to 
freeze all spending. That sounds attractive, 
but I don’t think that’s fair to the senior citi- 
zen, for example. I don’t think that he should 
be denied, he or she denied the cost of living 
increase, for example. So it’s easy to say that. 
And I think we’ve got to control the growth 
of the entitlements, but I don’t think the 
freeze is the answer. 

I do believe that this proposal of holding 
the caps on Federal discretionary spending 
is important. And right now, you listen to the 
Congress, Democrat Congress, they're talk- 
ing about getting rid of those caps or shifting 
the caps. The best protection for the taxpayer 
is to hold those caps on Federal spending. 
And I believe, I think we can be able to do 
that. That’s the key. 

Who’s next? Way in the back, Father. 


Education 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. First of all, 
I commend you on your courageous position 
regarding the life of the unborn in our coun- 
try. As president of a college, I'd like to ask 
a question on higher education and ask if 
you'd comment, please, on your plans to help 
low- and middle-income families have access 
to colleges of their choice and particular] 
independent colleges in terms of Federal aid. 

The President. Father, let me say this: I 
believe in school choice. We have an excel- 
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lent education program. It is called America 
2000. It is not Republican. It’s not Democrat. 
It’s not conservative. It’s not liberal. It works 
to implement the six national education goals 
that were passed by the Governors, Demo- 
crat and Republican alike. One of the — 
sions of our America 2000 program is choice. 

When I got out of college, I was a recipient 
of the GI bill. I fought for my country, and 
one of the things that veterans got way back 
then was a GI bill. And they didn’t say what 
kind of school you could go to. They simply 
said, “Take your choice.” I believe that 
choice is one of the best ways to increase 
the quality of education from all schools, and 
I’m going to continue to fight for it. And that, 
I think, gets to your question. That is the 
fundamental part of America 2000. It is a 
fundamental part of how we improve edu- 
cation. 

And you do it through vouchers, but dif- 
ferent private schools ought not to be denied. 
One of the allegations is, well, people will 
leave a bad school to go to a good school. 
Where that’s happened, the bad schools have 
improved. Take a look at Rochester, New 
York, as a good example. 

So, the answer to the question you're rais- 
ing is choice. And back it up so that the par- 
ents will have the main say. 

I had the mayors, I mentioned this in the 
State of the Union, I had the mayors from 
the National — of Cities in. And they 
were Mayor Bradley of Los Angeles, great 
big, complex metropolitan area, a Democrat; 
a tiny town in North Carolina with a Repub- 
lican mayor, 3,000. And they said, “The one 
thing that concerns us is that the fun- 
damental cause of a lot of these problems 
is the demise of the family.” And what we’re 
trying to do there is strengthen the family. 
And choice, I think, is one of the best ways 
to go about it. 

Way in the back. Yes, ma’am. We can hear 
you. Go ahead. 


Energy Policy 


Q. This is something I don’t hear a lot 
about. I would like to know what plans are 
in the works for the further development of 
solar energy, particularly where it appears we 
may have a lot more sun than we know what 
to do with soon? [Laughter] 
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The President. I’m very proud of our ad- 
ministration for first having taken the lead 
on phasing out CFC’s and then speeding it 
up when new scientific information came in. 
We moved very fast on that. And I believe 
that set a good example for other countries 
around the world, and I confidently expect 
that the EC and other countries will follow 
the lead of this country in phasing out these 
CFC’s that do damage to the ozone layer. 

Our energy program puts a good deal of 
emphasis on alternate sources of energy, not 
simply solar, incidentally. It is all sources of 
energy other than hydrocarbons. And we are 
not going to be independent so that we can 
get rid of all burning hydrocarbons; that sim- 
ply can’t be done. It’s unrealistic. I want to 
see this country less dependent on foreign 
oil. And if our energy program gets passed, 
it will do that. 

Alternate sources, conservation, and cer- 
tainly not neglecting the domestic side of the 
hydrocarbon industry. So, it’s in our energy 
bill, and I think we can move relatively fast. 
But to say to the country, as I’ve heard some 
people up here do, we can solve all these 
problems by going to solar energy today, that 
simply is not technologically feasible. We just 
don’t have the delivery system of that kind 
of energy source. 

Also, and I know this one might be con- 
troversial, and I don’t know where you come 
down on this one, but I also happen to be- 
lieve that safe utilization of nuclear power 
is in our interests. It burns clean, and tech- 
nology is good. And I know you get a lively 
debate on it, but as I look at the energy re- 
quirements, we ought to do that. 


United Nations Environmental 
Conference 


Q. I was wondering if you could let us 
know whether or not you're planning to at- 
tend the United Nations conference on the 
environment and development? 

The President. Her question was whether 
I plan to attend the United Nations con- 
ference which will be held in Brazil on the 
environment. We’re talking about that right 
now. The problem is it comes at a time when 
we've got a relatively hot political year here. 
But the United States must lead, and I have 
not told President Collor of Brazil yet wheth- 
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er I can do it. I’m talking to other world lead- 
ers as to whether they're attending. Bill 
Reilly, who is doing a superb job as head 
of the EPA, is back; we’re going to have a 
meeting with him next week. 

So, the answer is, a decision has not been 
made on that. I just don’t know. But whether 
I’m there or not, they’re certainly going to 
have full cooperation and, I’d say, leadership 
from the United States. It’s an important 
conference. 

Way in the back. 


Student Loans 


Q. Yes, Mr. President, I am an ex-student 
from the New England area, and I’m sure 
you know that probably a good portion of 
the schools in the United States are located 
in the East. As of this year I’m not able to 
deduct the interest on my student loans any- 
more. That really hurts because I owe about 
$25,000 for school. So where do you stand 
on that? 

The President. 1 stand on asking your 
support for the bill that I referred to that’s 
before the Ways and Means Committee right 
now, before the Senate Finance Committee, 
because it does permit the deduction of in- 
terest on student loans. And I think you're 
absolutely right; it should be done. So, we 
need your help getting it passed. But we've 
got that in this legislation. I hope we can suc- 
ceed. 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, in tough times what can 
Americans do by pulling their own boot- 
straps? 

The President. Well, I think what Ameri- 
cans can do is what we’ve always done, work 
hard, et cetera. But I think the economy 
needs some assistance now, like a tax credit 
for the first-time homebuyer. I have pro- 
posed that, $5,000. The National Association 
of Home Builders tell us that that would real- 
ly stimulate this economy and do it fast. So, 
I think what we must do in Government is 
to try to give incentive, but it cannot be Gov- 
ernment make-work programs. It has to be 
freeing up this economy to do a better job 
for the citizens. 

See, I’m not as discouraged as some peo- 
ple are. I know people have had a tough time 
in this State. But I’ve seen what we can do 
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when we come together. I saw what we've 
done around the world in establishing our 
leadership. We're still the number one coun- 
try in terms of our gross national product, 
by far. So, what we’ve got to do is jump- 
start this economy and then get the Govern- 
ment out of the way as much as possible and 
let this ingenuity that you’re talking about 
come to the fore more. 

So, let’s not be so discouraged that we can- 
not see any hope out there. I know people 
are hurting, but you've got interest rates at 
an all-time low; you've got inflation down; 
the economy is poised to come back. And 
I’m saying, give me the support I need in 
the Congress to get this one package passed, 
and then this ingenuity you’re talking about 
really can flourish. I think you’ve got it in 
perspective. 

How about this guy right over here? 

Q. May I have your autograph? [Laughter] 

The President. Come on. The answer to 
that question is yes. Here you go. I signed 
that for you. 

All right, who’s got—right here in the 
front. 

Q. Thank you. 

The President. You’re welcome. That’s a 
tough question. [Laughter] 


Health Care 


Q. Mr. President, can you please assure 
us that you will not push through a national 
health plan? We would like to keep health 
care private. 

The President. I have a strong health pro- 
posal, health care plan. It’s printed; it’s out 
there. It does not nationalize health care. 
We've got a lot of criticism about our health 
care. We still have the best quality health 
care in the entire world, the best. Otherwise, 
why do people come here from other coun- 
tries to get it? And you hear some of these 
people—somebody told them a few months 
ago, health care’s an issue. So they'll come 
out trying to emulate some foreign plan. 

We're not going to have that. We are going 
to have the kind of plan that I put forward 
that will keep the quality and still make 
health care affordable to all through insur- 
ance. And people say, “Well, poor guy 
doesn’t have money to pay for the insur- 
ance.” Then we have the voucher system, 
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where he goes to a central location, name 
is on there, they have access to a privately 
held, competitive insurance coverage. And 
that is the answer, not what you've asked 
about, this national health care plan. And 
you've got to take a look at the cost, too. 
And ours is much easier to pay for. 

Now, I’m getting a signal that we have 
time. Let’s say two more. Then I've got a 
special treat for you. Way back here in the 
red shirt, yes, sir. 


Congressional Term Limitations 


Q. My question very simply, Mr. Presi- 
dent, is: Understanding we have today career 
politicians in Congress, how do you feel 
about term limitations? 

The President. I am in favor of term lim- 
itations. I’m in favor of that, and if it’s good 
enough for the President it ought to be good 
enough for some of these Congressmen. 

All right. Yes, sir, right here. 


Government Decentralization 


Q. Mr. President, with the high degree of 
communications technology that exists today, 
when can we look forward to decentralizing 
the large, expensive Washington-based form 
of Government? 

The President. I’m not sure. I wouldn't 
hold my breath on that one. [Laughter] I 
think your point is well-taken. There can be 
a more diffused Government, Government 
closer to the people through technology. 
Computer networks are doing that. I don’t 
honestly see, though, that it is going to be 
so decentralized that one agency will be in 
one place and one agency in another place. 
With the kind of Government we have where 
the action of Congress is very, very impor- 
tant, I don’t see a really diffused transfer of 
these departments around the country. It has 
certain appeal, but I don’t want to be unreal- 
istic. It ain’t going to happen. 

All right. Now, let me tell you, we've got 
a special treat here, a good friend of mine. 
And this man is doing an awful lot on fitness. 
Somebody mentions health care; one of the 
reasons you do is you prevent bad health by 
keeping fit. And so let me introduce to you 
a supporter and a great friend of mine, Ar- 
nold Schwarzenegger. 

Give them the fitness test. 
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Mr. Schwarzenegger. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. Thank you. 

The President. He’s part of our health 
plan, see. 


[At this point, Mr. Schwarzenegger spoke. ] 


The President. Thanks so much. I guess 
we're out of here. Good to see you all. 
Thanks for coming. Glad to see you. Thanks 
for taking the time. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:04 p.m. at 
Mountain View Middle School. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is Chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports. 


Remarks at the Bush-Quayle 
Campaign Welcome in Derry, New 
Hampshire 


February 15, 1992 


The President. It is great to be here. 
Thank you all very much. And Governor, first 
may I thank Governor Gregg and Kathy for 
their leadership and terrific support. I’m just 
delighted to have him as the head of this 
campaign in New Hampshire. We're very, 
very lucky. And may I salute Governor Jock 
McKernan of Maine and his marvelous wife, 
Congresswoman Olympia Snowe, who are 
with us tonight. He’s doing a great job for 
that State. And then from Massachusetts, our 
new and great Governor, Bill Weld, and Paul 
Cellucci, first-class job as Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor. 

And of course, the man so well-known not 
just for his leadership in New Hampshire but 
for his leadership, sound, sensible leadership 
in Washington, Warren Rudman. I’m just de- 
lighted to be at his side. And may I salute 
Congressman Bill Zeliff and thank him for 
his support. And also, Mayor Dowd, the 
mayor of this wonderful town, he and his wife 
doing a superb job in the political leadership. 
And you met the visiting friends, those Con- 
gressmen that were with me, Congressmen 
Regula and Hobson and Dick Shulze from 
Pennsylvania. They've had to move on. 

But now, first of all, thanks to the parents, 
the students, and the staff of Pinkerton Acad- 
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emy for opening the gym for tonight’s event. 
And thanks to the Shaw Brothers for sending 
a little music our way. And of course, my 
thanks to Arnold, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
You know, he and I have been out on the 
campaign trail before several years ago, now 
again today. But he’s working on a new film 
about Congress; he calls it “The Pro- 
crastinator.” [Laughter] You know, I might 
just take a tip from “Kindergarten Cop.” 
When Congress doesn’t behave, take away 
their recess, and let’s get something done for 
the country. 

But thanks to all of you here for coming 
from four corners of the State of New Hamp- 
shire to Derry on this Saturday night. And 
we’ve come here for one reason: Together 
we are going to win an election on Tuesday. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. And in about 9 months 
from now, with your help, we're going to win 
an election in November. Make no mistake 
about that. 

We've got much to be proud of and many 
challenges still ahead of us. But the remark- 
able changes of these last 3 years have shown 
without a doubt the United States of America 
is the undisputed leader of the world. And 
from the fall of the Berlin Wall to the last 
gasp of imperial communism, from the four 
decades of the cold war to the 40 days of 
Desert Storm, America has led the way. And 
America has changed the world. 

And now the change and the challenge, 
as it has before, it’s come home. And time 
after time, we've lifted ourselves up. And 
time after time, we’ve asked more of our- 
selves, more of each other. And each time, 
America met the challenge. And this time, 
America will do it again. 

Next Tuesday, New Hampshire makes its 
choice. You take part in this State’s proud 
tradition as first in the Nation. And you know 
this is serious business. You understand the 
importance of your vote. You go to the polls 
not to send a signal, not to register a protest; 
you go to the polls to elect the President of 
the United States of America. 

The first order of business in our country 
and in this election is the economy. And 
count on this: We are getting this economy 
moving again, and we will get New Hamp- 
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shire back on the road to recovery. Three 
weeks ago I laid out a two-part plan to New 
Hampshire and to the Nation: a short-term 
to jump start our economy, long-term to keep 
us competitive and strong into the next cen- 
tury. And I want, and the country needs, both 
parts of this program enacted by the Con- 
gress this year. It is just that important. 

My plan boosts investment, and it gives 
incentives to businesses to buy equipment 
and upgrade their plants and hire more work- 
ers. And it helps restore the value of real 
estate, gets the housing market going again, 
gives a $5,000 tax credit to first-time home- 
buyers. And our plan takes an ax to 246 Gov- 
ernment programs because Government is 
too big and it spends too much. And I need 
Congress to pass it. 

The Democrats have a different idea, as 
you saw coming out of the Ways and Means 
Committee the other day. But there’s one 
thing my plan doesn’t do: It won't raise taxes 
on the American families who are overtaxed 
as it is. 

And you know what I think, my plan is 
just what the economy ordered. When it 
comes down to me and the other candidates, 
from the left or from the right, here’s the 
only difference that counts: I have a plan, 
and they don’t have a clue. 

Everyone knows we've got to work 
fast 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Everyone knows we've got 
to work fast to get the economy on its feet, 
but some are pushing protectionism, escape 
from economic reality. And they say they're 
going to play defense, they're going to fight 
back. Sounds tough, until you think about 
it. It’s not the schoolyard bully; it’s the boy 
who wants to take his ball and go home and 
get off the playing field. America is not that 
kind of country. And our national symbol! is 
not the ostrich; it’s the eagle. 

Never in this Nation’s history, never in this 
Nation’s long history has America turned its 
back on a challenge. To succeed economi- 
cally at home, you've got to lead economically 
abroad. You see, I believe in the American 
worker. We'll go head to head with anyone. 
The American worker can _ outthink, 
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outproduce, outperform the competition 
anywhere, anytime. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. These are the things that 
Tuesday is about. The course we set for our 
country and the future we build for our 
kids 
[At this point, AIDS activists interrupted the 
President’s remarks. | 


May I just make a comment because these 
people, understandably, are concerned about 
AIDS. But unfortunately, because of their 
tactics, they sometimes hurt their own cause. 
But let me just give you a figure here. It’s 
a very serious problem. When I came into 
office the first year, an increase, we spent 
$2.3 billion; this year, $4.9 billion. We are 
going to whip that disease. We're doing ev- 
erything we can. And we're going to keep 
on until we succeed. 

Sure, this is a tough race 


Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. Sure, this is a tough race, 
but I’ve been in tough races before. And yes, 
the stakes are high, not just for me but for 
you and our country as well. And I know the 
voters of New Hampshire. And you've been 
subjected to a lot of this negative cam- 
paigning that Senator Rudman talked about. 
You've seen the ads, the kind that only tear 
people down and, I believe, turn people off. 
Well, I am confident that you understand 
that this election isn’t about who can trash 
another’s candidacy in a 30-second spot. 

New Hampshire voters have even been 
told some flat-out lies about the plan I sent 
to Congress. And here it is. Here’s the bill 
I sent to the United States Congress imme- 
diately after the State of the Union. And in 
it are provisions for student loans deductions 
and, perhaps most importantly, tax relief for 
America’s families with children. It’s in this 
plan. It’s before the Congress. And it’s all 
right here. It gives me another opportunity 
to say to the Congress: Pass this plan; pass 
the whole plan. We need action by Congress. 


Next Tuesday matters because you don’t 
just choose a candidate, you choose a future. 
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You set the course this country will follow 
for the next 5 years. And here’s what I know 
about this country’s future. No matter how 
tough times are now, America’s best day al- 
ways lies ahead. I believe that now. I believe 
it every day I live because that’s the great 
glory of the United States of America. 


And I felt it today from Nashua to New 
Boston. The people of New Hampshire, like 
citizens all across this country, are ready to 
move ahead, ready to move forward to meet 
a new American destiny. Everyone sees the 
need for change. Everyone feels the excite- 
ment. Everyone is impatient to begin. Every- 
one, that is, except the crowd that controls 
the Congress, the liberal Democrats who still 
control both Houses of the United States 
Congress. 


So, you won't be surprised to hear what's 
happening to this action plan, the part to 
jump-start this economy. And here it is here, 
seven key points. The Democrats who con- 
trol the Ways and Means Committee pulled 
a back-room stunt and tried to make this plan 
disappear. Thank goodness I kept a copy. 


I’m a patient man. I know Congress can’t 
pass my plan overnight, and that’s why I gave 
them 52 days. And I know they say the dead- 
line is arbitrary; they say the deadline is too 
early; they say the deadline is unfair. You 
know what I say? The deadline is March 
20th, and the American people want action. 


I cannot get this job done without your 
help. And so, Tuesday my request is this: 
Send this President, who’s done his very best, 
who’s turned this world around, who’s work- 
ing for economic recovery all across our 
country, send this President back to Wash- 
ington for 4 more years. 


Thank you, New Hampshire, for your trust 
and your support. And may God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:46 p.m. at 
Pinkerton Academy. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
marks. 
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Remarks at a Breakfast in Nashua, 
New Hampshire 


February 16, 1992 


Rhona, I’m glad to see you here, our able 
chairman of our party, friend to all, and Alice. 
This takes me back a year or two, I'll tell 
you. And thank you all very much for being 
here. In addition to thanking Alice Record, 
I want to thank Harold Acres, our Nashua 
chairman; and Valerie Walsh, who is han- 
dling the volunteers; and say to Alice Record, 
with whom I go back a long time, Barbara 
and I do, we are just delighted and pleased 
to be here at this wonderful breakfast. 

What you don’t need, I think, on this Sun- 
day morning is a long political speech, so 
you're not going to get one. I think that de- 
serves a round of applause, too, after what 
this State has been through. [Applause] But 
I will just say a quick word about it because 
we're getting to a crossroads now, getting to 
a very important point. 

Really, you make serious choices here, and 
you don’t elect the loudest or the biggest pro- 
tester. I think you take these elections seri- 
ously. And New Hampshire has a record of 
being a pretty good predictor on who should 
be bearing the responsibilities for President 
of the United States. We’re not in this for 
messages. We’re in here to see who should 
be chosen to be President and accept the 
full responsibilities of that job. 

I have tried to stay above the fray in terms 
of all the negative campaigning that this State 
has been subjected to, much of it aimed to- 
wards me. But I think, in spite of the prob- 
lems that exist here, people want to get a 
little bit of a positive idea as to where this 
country is going and what we stand for. And 
so I’ve tried to keep it on a good plane. I 
don’t think this election is about trashing the 
candidacy of somebody else in some 30-sec- 
ond spot. 

The issue, the one that counts the most 
here, is the economy. And this year there 
are two different kinds of choices: one who 
can tell you what he’s doing right now, and 
then we have others from both extremes, it 
seems to me, who just don’t have a clue as 
to where this country should be going or 
what to do about the problems that exist. 
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I've spelled out a two-part plan. And it’s 
not political rhetoric. I have a responsibility 
as President of the United States to send a 
plan to the Congress each year. And regret- 
tably, for the last 2 years, they have not acted 
on things that would have stimulated the 
growth in the New Hampshire economy. But 
I'm trying again now with very com- 
prehensive programs, one short-term, one 
comprehensive and longer-term, both of 
which should be passed by the Congress this 
year to help the people of this State. 

Though you hear the carping and the com- 
plaining up here in the campaign, but I 
haven’t seen what I think of as a sensible 
action plan, one that fits in under these budg- 
et caps, one that will stimulate immediately. 
You hear some things that sound attractive 
to people, and there’s great division amongst 
the candidates as what they should be. But 
our plan, I believe, really would move the 
country forward. It includes the student loan 
deductions. It includes tax relief for Ameri- 
ca’s families with children. It is a good plan, 
and it will work. And it will stay under these 
budget limits. We’ve got to control the 
growth of Federal spending. And you ought 
to ask everybody that has one of these things, 
what does it cost? Ours, I have to account 
for it. It is before the Congress now. It will 
not increase these awful deficits we’re facing. 

Another subject that’s come up is the one 
of protectionism and isolationism. And you 
talk about a sorry, negative approach. Those 
candidates on both sides who are promoting 
isolationism and protectionism, that is a clear 
blueprint for failure in my view, based on 
considerable experience. We can’t go that 
way. The truth of the matter is we're not 
going to succeed economically at home un- 
less we lead economically abroad. So, when 
you vote you've got to understand the new 
world, the world after the cold war. 

And I think I might say, parenthetically, 
we ought to look at the whole record when 
we decide to elect who a President of the 
United States is. And I'll claim to be second 
to none in terms of working for world peace 
and making it better for these kids to grow 
up in a world free of nuclear war. 

I do believe that housing and real estate 
are going to lead this economy, lead the re- 
covery, lead us out of recession. And that’s 
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one reason we have a proposal that will cre- 
ate 1,000 new homes and more than 2,000 
new construction jobs in New York—I mean 
in New Hampshire, starting this spring. I 
hope it will do a little some for New York, 
too. [Laughter] But Congress has got to pass 
it on time. And it will create 415,000 jobs 
nationwide; you had the head of the Home 
Builders up here the other day confirming 
this, nationwide. Generate $20 billion in new 
economic activity. 

It’s based on investment incentive in our 
plan, and they’re going to help business grow, 
buy new equipment, and hire new workers. 
Because of the economy, you haven’t heard 
about the successes we’re having in fighting 
drugs. You haven’t heard about the com- 
prehensive energy plan. You haven’t heard 
enough about our America 2000 education 
plan that would actually rejuvenate and rev- 
olutionize American education. We've got to 
do better. But the debate here is, for under- 
standable reasons, on the economy. We've 
got a good health care plan that I put forward 
in detail, not a campaign plan but one that’s 
right up there at the Congress right now. And 
I hope you'll pay some attention to that one. 

But as I listen to the debate, sometimes 
from close in, sometimes from afar, I just 
hear the old thinking of let the Government 
do it all; or an isolationistic trend I men- 
tioned; or bigger Government; or don’t worry 
about the cost, pass this national health plan 
that’s going to cost $250 billion more. And 
we just can’t do that. 

I’ve spent a lot of my life in this region 
of the country, as many of you know, spent 
a lot of my time in this State, and I haven’t 
just discovered it. We are, in a sense, neigh- 
bors, certainly not strangers. So, I want to 
ask you something. I'd like to ask you now 
to help me persuade the Democratic leaders 
in the Congress to get moving on our action 
plan. We've got to move it through the Con- 
gress, and we've got to do it now. Frankly, 
if we had more people like Judd Gregg, when 
he was on the Ways and Means Committee, 
and Bill Zeliff, who is there now, and Warren 
Rudman and Bob Smith in the Congress, that 
thing would be moving through. If we had 
control of the Congress, it would be moving 


right on through. 
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So the election is more than campaign slo- 
gans. It’s more than who can get the 30-sec- 
ond bite by criticizing the President the most. 
The election is who do you want to be Presi- 
dent of the United States. And I believe that 
when it comes Tuesday, I will carry this 
State, I hope substantially. I believe I will 
go on to have another 4 years as President. 
But I need your help. Send them a strong 
message, if you want to send a message that 
is positive, that is upbeat, that expresses con- 
fidence that the United States is the number 
one country in the entire world. And we’re 
going to make it even better. 

Thank you all very much. And I’m so 
pleased to be with you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. at 
Pennichuck Junior High School. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Rhona Charbonneau, 
chairman of the New Hampshire Republican 
party and Alice Record, State legislator. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session in Hollis, New Hampshire 


February 16, 1992 


The President. Thank you all very, very 
much. Thank you so much, all of you. It’s 
great to be back. It is great to be back, really. 
Nice to see all of you. Okay, let’s get going. 
But first let me say how pleased I am to have 
been introduced by a hometown boy here 
and I think one of the greatest leaders that 
New Hampshire has ever produced, Senator 
Warren Rudman. I am very proud to have 
his support. With us also, also overdressed 
for the occasion since we've just been in 
church, and I didn’t see all of you there— 
(laughter|—Governor Gregg, our campaign 
leader here, Judd Gregg, and Kathy and uno 
kid, dos kids right here. Judd, good to see 
you. 

And let me also thank Hugh Gregg, prede- 
cessor in the Governor’s office, but who’s 
been so active once again for me and to 
whom I’m always grateful. Bill Zeliff is here, 
the Congressman, although I don’t see him 
right this minute. Where is he? Bill, you 
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here? Right over there, doing a first-class job 
in the United States Congress. 

And I want to thank Katy Wienslaw. I want 
to thank Denis Joy, the principal, for letting 
us use his great school, this great facility. 
And, of course, a friend of longstanding who 
asked that I not mention her name, but heck 
with that, Shirley Cohen, and we go back a 
long, long time. And there she is. 

I was reminiscing with Shirley about days 
gone by, but here we are. And what I wanted 
to do now, other than urge you to vote for 
me on Tuesday, which I’m up here for, is 
to simply say that I want to be President for 
4 more years. I believe in this country. I am 
not a pessimist about the future of this coun- 
try. When you look around the world and 
you see these kids, I hope that my Presidency 
has made a difference. These kids are going 
to grow up in a world with a lot less fear 
of nuclear weapons. And I think we can all 
take pride in the foreign policy of this coun- 
try and what we've accomplished. 

We got those energies turned now, to try 
to turn this economy around. We've got a 
good program. It’s not a campaign plan. It 
is a bill, two comprehensive bills, put it that 
way, before the Congress right now that 
would get this economy moving, not some 
campaign pledge. So, I need your help to 
lean on the Congress, not on Bill Zeliff, not 
on Warren Rudman or Bob Smith because 
they’re doing the right thing. But lean on 
those that control the Congress to say, “Let’s 
leave the politics aside now and pass the 
President’s plan by March 20th”. Then we 
can all roll up our sleeves and fight on the 
politic turf. But too many people up here 
are hurting to have politics as normal. So, 
my challenge to the Congress is: Move by 
March 20th, and give the people of this State 
and across this country what they need. 

And now I'll be glad to take some ques- 
tions. These guys have the mikes right here. 
Yes, shoot. I'll repeat it if they don’t get the 
mike to you fast enough, but go ahead. 


Drug Prevention 


Q. Mr. President, if elected, what steps 
would you take towards drug prevention in 
the United States? 

The President. Drug prevention? What 
steps if elected? Follow-on on the steps we're 
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taking now. And there is some good news 
with our national drug strategy; it is working. 
The use by teenagers of cocaine is down by 
11 percent in this country, and that’s encour- 
aging news. We're doing better on the inter- 
diction of narcotics coming in here. The 
budget is up at about $11 billion for fighting 
the drug scourge. 

One thing where you can help me, any- 
body here can help me, once again, is with 
the Congress because we have some strong 
anticrime legislation that would also help in 
the fight against drugs. 

So, the answer to your program is, build 
on the national drug strategy that we already 
have in effect and that is working both inter- 
nationally and domestic. We’ve got to fight 
that scourge and whip it. And one of our na- 
tional six education goals is schools and work- 
places, but schools that are free of drugs. And 
again, support our America 2000 education 
program. It’s good for this country. 

Now, who’s next? Here we are, right back 
there. 


America 2000 


Q. Maria Gray. I’m a second-grade school- 
teacher. And on behalf of the teachers I work 
with and my students, thank you for all that 
you do; Mrs. Bush, for all that you do, for 
your reading incentive programs. And would 
you give an encouraging word to those peo- 
ple who may be thinking about teaching as 
a profession? 

The President. I'd be glad to give that 
encouraging word, and God bless the teach- 
ers. We'll start with that. I was hoping I 
would get a question on education, and I only 
have one of these with me. But we have a 
good program called America 2000, and it 
gives parents choice. It says we can do better 
in math and science, so we'll be more com- 
petitive around the world. 

And incidentally, this one started as a re- 
sult of what the Governors, Democrat and 
Republicans, did at Charlottesville. They 
came together, put these six education goals 
before the Nation. And now we've got a pro- 
gram called America 2000. Judd Gregg, as 
your Governor, is out front for that program. 
And again, it transcends politics. And it really 
says this: We’ve got some good buildings, 
maybe need some better ones; we've got 
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bricks and mortar, but we must revolutionize 
our schools. And that means strengthening 
the teachers, giving choice to the | pe 
And it is a good, sound program, and I hope 
you all will take a look at it. Not much of 
it needs legislation. Most of it is being done 
at the community and the State level, thank 
heavens, or it would take a longer time to 
get it through. 

But as to the teachers, plenty of encour- 
agement here. We have great respect for 
those who give their lives to the young of 
this country. 

Now, how about this section? Well, all 
right. Is that for me? Oh how nice. Here let 
me—you got a question to go with it? 

Q. This is from a Democrat. [Laughter] 

The President. All right. That’s great. Can 
I read your slogan? “Willing and still able.” 
Right here. Okay. Thank you all. Thank you 
very much. 

Now, who’s got the next question? Right 
in the back. Yes, sir. 


Ozone Layer 


Q. I’m from Brookfield, Connecticut. And 
I wanted to ask you, will you support the 
environmentalists in Rio de Janeiro that want 
to reduce the use of fluorocarbons and even- 
tually stop them in the United States? 

The President. We've already been in the 
lead of that. There was some new ozone in- 
formation available the other day. It was the 
United States of America that took an early 
step to eliminate these CFC’s that cause this 
terrible problem. Faced with this new infor- 
mation just last week, we sped up the time- 
table for the elimination. And I confidently 
expect Europe and the other countries to fol- 
low our lead. And the gentleman’s pointing 
to an important conference, a U.N. con- 
ference that’s going to be held in Brazil in 
June. And the United States will be in a lead- 
ership role there, not simply on the ozone 
layer but on the forests and everything else. 

We've got a good, sound environmental 
record. We cannot keep some of the ex- 
tremes in the environmental movement 
happy because I believe that sound environ- 
ment can go hand-in-hand with reasonable 
growth. And in some corners of this country, 
particularly in the Northwest, there’s some 
problems there where as many as 40,000 
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people can be thrown out of work by the 
excess of the environmental protection. So, 
we've got to find the balance, but I think 
we've got a very good record. And you put 
your finger on an important conference that 
will have the leadership and support from 
the United States. 
Yes, sir, right back here. 


Federal Budget Deficit 


Q. I was just wondering what you could 
do in your second term to eliminate the 
budget deficit, and in 1996, when you leave 
office, if it would be possible to have a bal- 
anced budget. 

The President. I don’t think it will be bal- 
anced by 1996. I do think a lot depends on 
what happens in the congressional elections 
next year. As Senator Rudman knows, we 
have fought—he’s been way out front on try- 
ing to get the Federal deficit under control 
and keep spending under control. And re- 
member, Congress appropriates every single 
dollar and instructs us how to spend every 
single dollar. 

We're going to keep what we call the caps 
on spending. That 1990 budget deal was very 
controversial because there was a tax increase 
in it. People forget, however, there was 
spending caps put on what they call discre- 
tionary spending. A lot of spending the Presi- 
dent has no control over, for example, Social 
Security and Social Security increases. And 
I don’t want to fool with Social Security. I 
think people are entitled to receive those 
checks and have them on schedule. 

But we will fight to keep those caps on. 
I have in my proposal a program to eliminate 
about 250 programs, just get rid of them alto- 
gether, and that’s $4 billion right there. And 
the answer—and I'll be taking this to the 
country in the fall—is send us more people 
to the Congress like Bill Zeliff here, Senators 
like Rudman and Smith. And then I believe 
we can get the Congress to spend less and 
to get on with getting the deficit down. 

As I look at the schedule ahead I cannot 
pledge that it will be in balance by then. And 
if anybody does, ask them to show you how 
they're going to do it, given the entitlement 
programs that are on the books and need to 
be there, Medicare, Medicaid, Social Secu- 
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rity. We're not going to be able to eliminate 
those. 

Change the health care, put in our health 
care plan. I think that will help. Keep the 
caps on. I think that will help. 

Yes, ma’am. 


Compromise 


Q. It’s a privilege to be in the same com- 
pany with you and Mrs. Bush. Can you tell 
me, what is your response to those in your 
constituency who feel that you are too willing 
to compromise, especially when you know 
you have our support? And I don’t mean any 
disrespect. 

The President. No, that’s a good question 
because I’ve heard a lot of flailing around 
up here in New Hampshire. Let me say 
something about—I’ve been in politics quite 
a while, as you know. I don’t remember a 
campaign ever with quite this much negative 
campaigning. Maybe it’s because most of it’s 
aimed my way, coming out of a jillion Demo- 
crats over on one side, and then a little out 
of the other side of the Republican spectrum. 

I don’t think I’ve been willing to com- 
promise too much. I have had to veto 23 
pieces of legislation, and the veto has been 
upheld every single time. I'll give you an ex- 
ample. I favored getting unemployment ben- 
efits extended for people, but the Democrats 
wanted to go ahead and just extend the bene- 
fits, forget the deficit, this guy’s question. | 
said, “Look, I want to extend the benefits, 
but we’re going to do it within the budget 
caps. If we’re going to extend those benefits 
let’s find some offsets so we don’t add to the 
mortgage of the future of these kids.” And 
so, we have fought back bad legislation 
through the veto to get something good. 

I'll give you another piece, and this is, I 
hear a little voice coming out of right field 
on this one. I’m for human rights. I’m for 
civil rights. I’m against discrimination. I am 
for civil rights. I did not want a quota bill. 
And we fought against it. I don’t believe that 
quotas is the answer. We fought against it, 
beat it down, and finally got a progressive, 
forward-looking civil rights bill that gives 
equal opportunity in the workplace without 
setting up quotas. And then I hear lonely 
voices running around New Hampshire say- 
ing I’m compromising too much. That’s the 
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only way you can lead when you don’t control 
the Congress. And I’m going to keep on 
fighting for a United States that is free of 
discrimination, free of anti-Semitism, and 
free to move forward in the workplace with- 
out going to quotas. There’s a good example 
for it. 

Right on the end. She’s been very patient 
here. 


President’s Family 
Q. Is it hard being a 


President at the same time 

The President. There’s one of the tough- 
est questions. You can see the seams on that 
one coming across at Fenway Park, you 
know, you can read every seam. It’s a good 
question, though, because I'll tell you some- 
thing, it isn’t as easy as you might think. We 
have four of our grandchildren live there, and 
one of the parents, my son Marvin, doesn’t 
like public life. He wants his kids to grow 
up without having the cameras, all these 
things on when they come out and play on 
the White House lawn. And when they shed 
a tear, he wants to wipe it away in private, 
you know, so everybody doesn’t see them 
crying. 

Barbara and I try very hard to be good 
grandparents, and we stay in touch. And she’s 
on the phone a lot. But I think you can do 
both. I think you can keep your family to- 
gether. Of course, I salute Barbara Bush for 
what she does, in there encouraging them 
all the time. But you know you asked a very 
good question because there’s a lot of times 
when you just wish you could do what every- 
body else does. But I wouldn’t trade it be- 
cause I’ve got a job to do, got a mission to 
fulfill, and I’m going to finish that. But then, 
I don’t fear the future because after all that, 
I think we'll be better grandparents. 

Right here in the middle. Yes, sir. 


Defense Budget Cuts 


Q. I’ve got a two-part question. With the 
tremendous cuts in the defense budget, 
whether it’s you or the Democratic can- 
didates, there are going to be a lot of people 
displaced from employment. It’s just the nat- 
ural thing. In one, how do you deal with that? 
I don’t disagree with the cuts, but I’m con- 
cerned that they go too quick. 


—— and a 
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Secondly, there are some of us that aren’t 
in the beginning of our career, but in the 
second half of our career. And retraining isn’t 
a quick solution. And if you’re in the last 10, 
15 years of your career, it can be devastating. 
How do you deal with that? 

The President. Well, you asked a very im- 
portant question. First, on the defense cuts. 
I am very pleased that the way we have con- 
ducted the foreign policy of this country per- 
mits us now to make sound defense cuts. We 
have won the cold war. Imperial com- 
munism, that’s aggressive communism, wants 
to take over a neighbor that’s on the ropes, 
is out of business. We've got people talking 
about peace in the Middle East. And we have 
different security responsibilities. 

I have proposed a budget that has $50 bil- 
lion of defense cuts over the next 5 years. 
I ask you, though, to listen to this gentleman 
because we cannot make reckless cuts in our 
defense. Last year at this time I was faced 
with a terribly important decision: Do we 
send your sons and your daughters into com- 
bat halfway around the world on the ground? 
One of the reasons I made the decision the 
way I did is, I knew that when we made that 
decision, these young men and women would 
have the best possible equipment, the best 
possible support, the best logistics behind 
them, the fastest transport, and the best way 
to move them. 

And we did it, and they performed with 
magnificence. And that was Desert Storm 
that sent a message all across the world: The 
credibility of the United States means some- 
thing. You see, Saddam Hussein never be- 
lieved we'd do it. He was thinking back to 
Vietnam. He was thinking back to mixed sig- 
nals out of the White House—wouldn’t quite 
dare do it. 

And I'd say to those who remember Desert 
Storm, it wasn’t quite as simple as it seems 
today. Go back and look at the debate a year 
ago about whether you commit the sons and 
daughters of New Hampshire to war. And 
I did it, took the full responsibility, and it 
worked out. But one of the reasons I made 
the decision with confidence was because of 
the levels of defense spending and knowing 
that we’d be able to move anyplace, go 
quicker, have the best equipment, and see 
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them succeed. That still must be the hall- 
mark of our defense. 

And my defense budget has the support 
of General Powell. It has the support of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. It isn’t a political docu- 
ment. And you listen to the raging debate 
around here from the extreme right and the 
extreme left, and all of them say, “We don’t 
need to keep up our defenses. We don’t need 
to keep NATO strong. We can cut another 
$50 billion or $100 billion.” And one of them 
was up as high as $150 billion. That is crazy. 
And they can do the campaign rhetoric, but 
I have the responsibility as the President of 
the United States to keep this country strong. 
And I’m going to do it. 

Now, the second one is much more com- 
plicated. The Defense Department does 
have some retraining programs. They've got 
some investment programs for, say, a Pease 
Air Force Base or whatever may happen in 
other installations around here. But I am 
troubled because I have no easy answer to 
it, frankly, for the guy that’s this far along 
in his career, maybe he has 10 more to go, 
maybe he’s been an aeronautical engineer 
who was laid off because we’re not going to 
be able to keep the same level of spending. 

All I know is, obviously, for those who are 
out of work, we've got to keep the benefits 
going until they find work, and that’s a given. 
But you're talking about higher levels. You’re 
talking about something more sophisticated. 
So, I would say job training and have it as 
responsive as possible to the kind of changing 
technology that we’ve got. And that, of 
course, means adult education. It means 
things of this nature. But it is not an easy 
question, and I don’t want to oversimplify 
it. It’s a heartbreaking one, too, but we've 
got to cope with it. 

Yes, right back there. 

Discrimination 

Q. What are you going to do about the 
Ku Klux Klan? 

The President. Ku Klux Klan? Can it. 
Speak out against it. And if anybody raises 
the specter of the Ku Klux Klan, you speak 
out against that ugly hatred. We’re not a 
country of hating. We’re not a country of big- 
ots. We’re not a country where we discrimi- 
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nate against people because of their religion 
or because of their race. 

And they need the help of every kid here. 
If you see some guy in your class make some 
joke about somebody that might be of a dif- 
ferent color or of a different religion, just 
turn on them. That’s not us. That’s not the 
United States. 

And so, what the President can do about 
it, when you need legislation, why, you work 
for that. But in this one it’s broader than that. 
You just stand up and say, “Look, we’re 
against that.” That’s always been the hall- 
mark of our country, particularly something 
as vicious as the Ku Klux Klan. I don’t think 
it’s on the rise at all. 

I'll tell you something, though, this is a 
serious point on economics. As people start 
working and get thrown out of work, some- 
times they might turn on or resort to bigotry 
or discrimination if another guy has a job. 
And we've got to guard against that. We’ve 
got some differences with Japan in terms of 
trade, but we don’t need to resort on bashing 
each other. We need to work, as I’m trying 
to do, to open the markets but not try to 
discriminate or make some ugly recollection 
of discrimination. And so stand up against 
it every chance you get. 


Capital Gains Reductions 


Q. Hi, President Bush. Joe Birch. I haven’t 
talked to you in about 4 years. You probably 
don’t remember me, but I gave you some 
pretty hard questions last time when you 
were 

The President. Go ahead. 

Q. I told you then I was thinking about 
voting for Kemp because I wasn’t sure how 
conservative you are and whether or not 
you re going to defend the conservative prin- 
ciples that I believe in. And you convinced 
me then, and I did vote for you. And I want- 
ed to tell you that I’m pretty much in the 
same position right now, except that now I’m 
thinking of Buchanan. Okay, there’s a couple 
of things I don’t like about him, about his 
views, I should say. One thing is, I don’t like 
the isolationism, and I don’t like what I con- 
sider to be the trade war implications that 
I don’t like. I’m with you on that. 

The President. Protection, you mean? 
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Q. Yes. But the thing I have a problem 
with is—it’s got to do with education, but 
not in the sense you think. I don’t think 
you're educating the rest of the people in 
this country as to the need for promoting 
business interest. Because business, as you 
know, has a lot to do with jobs. 

Now, the capital gains issue is an issue that 
you're getting creamed on, left, right, and 
center, and it hurts the rest of us Republicans 
in a sense. Let me finish what I’m going to 
say, please. The capital gains issue, we’re get- 
ting creamed, as a Republican, every time 
we turn around. I’m a Republican, and I 
don’t have a capital gains problem because 
I don’t make any money; that’s not my prob- 
lem. But my 10-year-old son here under- 
stands it better than 95 percent of the Demo- 
crats. I told him, “Hey, look, 35 years ago 
a farmer could have bought a farm for 
$50,000, sold it for $500,000 now.” I said, 
“When I was your age a candy bar was a 
nickel; it’s 10 times that now.” And he said 
to me, he says, “Yeah, a comic book was a 
dime, and now it’s a buck and a half, $2.50.” 
So the farmer that made a $450,000 gain, 
he didn’t even keep up with inflation. And 
yet the people are calling him the one per- 
cent of the rich in the country, and they're 
killing us on that issue because they're mak- 
ing it like the Republicans are taking care 
of the rich, and we don’t give a damn about 
the working of the business. 

So, Buchanan’s coming across with this. 
And I’m right on the fence with a half-a- 
dozen other voters, and I want to hear what 
you ve got to say. 

The President. 1 don’t know. I’m a little 
unclear whether you favor a capital gains re- 
duction. I do, and I’ve been Kehting for it 
for a long time. And the answer is, get me 
more people in the Congress that will sup- 
port it. I can’t do any more. I’m getting 
creamed by the liberals saying you want a 
tax cut for the rich. A capital gains reduction 
will encourage investment. It will put ground 
under a person’s home or their farm. 

And so, I don’t know where you're at. I 
am for it, and I’m going to continue to fight 
for it. And getting it done is a lot different 
than political, you know. 

Q. I’m with that position. I’m with that 
position 100 percent. And the idea that Ger- 
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many has none and Japan has none, it’s un- 
derstood. But the people aren’t—they don’t 
understand it. When you say capital gains, 
they say you're trying to help the rich. 

The President. I agree with that. And I 
need help from the people to make them 
understand it and to get the Congress to pass 
it. We've had those bills before the Congress 
for 3 years; ask Warren Rudman, ask Bill 
Zeliff. So, we need the help there. 

It’s one thing to make campaign rhetoric, 
and it’s another thing to get your sleeves 
rolled up and trying to support the President 
in getting it done. And that's my point to 
the voters in New Hampshire. We're not 
electing the guy who can make the most 
money out there or can demonstrate the 
quickest wit. We need somebody that can 
lead for these things and get them accom- 
plished. And that brings me to say, help me 
with the United States Congress. That’s 
where the problem is on getting this econ- 
omy turned around with our budget package 
right now, with capital gains, with other 
things like this homeowner’s tax credit. 

You know, a family trying to buy a first 
home, our proposal says, $5,000 tax credit. 
Congress must pass that by March 20th. Now 
if you feel upset about it, roll up your sleeves 
and get on the horn to the Congress or go 
down there and talk to them. I think you 
can do it; you look tough. [Laughter] 

All right. Right over here. Good to see you 
again. 


Education 


Q. Four years ago you promised to be our 
education President. And the America 2000 
is a great set of goals. But can you think of 
one thing you've actually done to move us 
toward that goal here in Hollis, New Hamp- 
shire? 

The President. Yes, I’ve gotten my wife 
to demonstrate her concern by reading to the 
children. And if you think that’s not impor- 
tant, you’re wrong. Because I had the mayors 
from the National League of Cities come into 
the White House, and you know what their 
main concern was? Urban problems. The 
mayor of Los Angeles, no flaming Repub- 
lican, I might add, and a good man, and then 
a mayor from a small North Carolina town, 
a Republican, all came together, and they 
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said the biggest problem is the dissolution 
of the American family. 

And Barbara’s out there, and I’m trying 
to help as best I can, saying, “You've got to 
hold the family together. You’ve got to par- 
ticipate. You've got to read.” 

We have passed for the first time, gotten 
the country together on six major national 
education goals. That’s never been done be- 
fore. That would not dictate to Hollis. That 
wouldn’t tell them what the curriculum has 
to be. But these are the six goals, and let 
me just recite them because I do think it’s 
a very strong program. And I do think we’re 
making progress on it. 

We need to go forward now and have every 
kid ready to learn. That means more Head 
Start. I have increased the levels for Head 
Start exponentially. We have it now budgeted 
so that every 4-year-old will get Head Start. 
You may not think that’s progress on edu- 
cation; I think it is superb progress on edu- 
cation. 

I think the high school graduation rate 
should increase to at least 90 percent. And 
we’re making headway on that one. 

The third one, American students will be 
competent in core subjects. You’d have to 
ask the teachers how they’re doing on that 
one, but I think it’s one where we've got to 
make better progress; I’ll concede that. 

U.S. students will be first in the world in 
science and math. And we’re moving on that 
direction, the highest level of research that 
this country has ever had. And I believe that 
will help us achieve that education goal. 

Every American adult will be literate. I’m 
trying to show the way there by learning to 
work a computer. And that’s not just show 
business; it is suggesting to the American 
people we must have adult literacy. And that 
can help in this question of transferability 
over here. 

And then the last one, every school in 
America will be free and safe from drugs and 
crime. Made progress; not near enough. 

So, I would argue that we’re making head- 
way, but I would certainly agree with you 
that we haven’t made enough headway. But 
I’m going to keep on fighting because I be- 
lieve this record is a good one on education. 
And it’s far better than what I hear coming 
out of left field out there, saying, “Hey, the 
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answer is for the Federal Government to set 
the curriculum and the Federal Government 
to come in and control these programs.” That 
is not going to get to the uaa excel- 
lence that these six goals demand. 

Way in the middle. 


Special Education Funding 


Q. I am on the school board here for Hol- 
lis/Brookline high schools and junior high 
schools. We are a small town, and special ed 
costs right now are escalating all over, includ- 
ing in our small town. And although the costs 
are escalating, the Federal funding is going 
away. And it’s hurting us because our tax 
probability can’t support it. [Inaudible]. 
Think about Federal funding sometime. 

The President. | will. Federal funding, in- 
cidentally, for the Department of Education 
is up. It’s up considerably from where I came 
into office. But you know what a problem 
is? A problem is that Congress still wants to 
mandate the benefits. Hollis may have a 
problem where—better have more adult 
education. Hollis may—which is the one you 
mentioned? 

Q. Special ed. 

The President. Special ed. Hollis may 
need more on special ed. It is my feeling 
that block grants should be used instead of 
these we out of some subcommittee 
in Washington, DC. And if you need more 
for special ed, it ought to be here in a block 
grant for the people of Hollis and the Gov- 
ernor of New Hampshire to decide, rather 
than some subcommittee chairman that’s 
been there 30 years on the Democratic side 
in Washington. 

So, we’re going to fight for the block grant 
approach and continue to try to do it, and 
that, I believe, will answer some of this prob- 
lem, not all. 

Yes, right here. Yes, sir. 


The Economy 


Q. President Bush, with all due respect 
to your opposition on the Republican side, 
personally I like Pat Buchanan on television, 
and I like George Bush in the white office, 
in the Oval Office. Just a question I have. 
I know you have a package before Congress 
now, but beyond that, however long it takes 
to get through, beyond that, what type of 
things are you doing or do you plan to do 
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to try to help the economy with jobs? I’m 
a senior manager, and I’m facing laying off 
many people at the company that I a at. 

The President. The investment bill we’ve 
got before the Congress I believe really will 
work. We fought—and I can understand 
Joe’s frustration—we fought for some of 
these incentives, changes in the IRA’s, capital 
gains, for 2 years and have just not gotten 
them through Congress. Now there’s enough 
awareness there that I believe the package 
we have that includes those two things, also 
includes the first-time tax break for home- 
owners, plus several others; there’s seven 
points in it, will help stimulate the economy 
immediately. 

We have a family tax credit that’s in the 
overall bill. It’s a longer-term; it has to be 
done by this year, but it’s not in those seven 
“incentivizations”, you might say. The Na- 
tional Home Builders came up here to New 
Hampshire the other day and announced 
how many jobs they think this would create, 
just the adoption of the homeowners credit 
would create, and then get real estate leading 
the way out of this recession. 

So, I think we’ve got a good, sound eco- 
nomic program, but Congress has the votes. 
And I’ve got to change the Congress. And 
I understand there are a lot of people out 
there a lot more charismatic than I am, but 
a lot of them don’t have to make the tough 
decisions either. Heck, if that were the case, 
Phil Donahue might be President of the 
United States if you needed somebody to be 
out there on television—[laughter]|—or some 
of the others, reporters we've got around 
here who are very good in their field, but 
I’m not sure we want them for President. 

So, I'll keep doing my best. You know, I'll 
say to these kids here, and this may sound 
a little gratuitous or silly, but it’s not, you 
go back to think what your parents are telling 
you, and they’re saying: Do your best. Try 
your hardest. Don’t let the critics get you 
down if somebody disagrees with you in your 
class. Work your hardest for what you believe 
in. And that’s what I’m trying to do. And I’m 
going to keep on trying to do it. 

And I’ve had to make tough decisions. 
Good God, a year ago, I was. I thought about 
that in church today. It wasn’t an easy deci- 
sion to commit some of your neighbors here 
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to war. But you've got to do your best, and 
you've get to take the shots that come your 
way and say, “Hey, that goes with the terri- 
tory.” But I believe in this country. I believe 
that we are good and decent and honorable. 
I believe we are the leaders of the free world. 
I believe that our workers can compete with 
anybody. And now we’ve got to get the pro- 
grams to free that up and get them going. 

So, don’t let the pessimists get you down. 
We are the United States of America, and 
we got something moving. And now we've 
got to get this through so the people in New 
Hampshire are lifted up. That’s the way I 
approach it. 

We can hear you. I'll repeat it. 


Health Insurance 


Q. Can you tell me a little bit about the 
health insurance plan? 

The President. The health insurance plan. 
And again, it’s not a campaign plan; it is up 
there for congressional consideration. It is 
built on this basis, building on this basis, we 
have the best quality health care in the world, 
the best. If not, why would neighbors from 
far and wide come to this country for special- 
ized, strong health care. So, I want to change 
it in the sense that I want everybody to have 
access, everybody rich or poor, to have access 
to insurance. And our program is built on 
that. 

A person that doesn’t have a job or is im- 
poverished gets this insurance, they get the 
insurance. Middle-income people, they get 
deductions to permit them to put less money 
in the Government and more to get the in- 
surance with. It is built on access, and that 
will keep us from turning to a state-run sys- 
tem. 

I hear a lot of campaign rhetoric in New 
Hampshire about let’s have a nationalized 
plan. What they mean there is a plan where 
the Government makes all the decisions. And 
that is wrong. And our plan will cost about 
$100 billion. We've sent up page after page 
of how to pay for it. But one of the ways 
is to cut down on these frivolous lawsuits that 
compel our doctors to go to all kinds of dupli- 
cation in their care. Too many lawsuits, and 
too much liability for these people. 

So the answer is to keep what works and 
build on what works and make insurance 
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available and have access to all. And that’s 
where the program 

Which one of you two want to ask this, 
reluctantly, but go ahead. 


Abortion 


Q. What do you have to say to the women 
of America who feel that they're being re- 
duced to breeders by your antichoice stand? 

The President. Being introduced to what? 
I didn’t hear the question. 

Q. Breeders by your antichoice stand. 

The President. Breeders? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. I’ve never looked at love 
between a man and a woman as a breeding 
proposition. I recognize there are differences 
on this question, but I happen to favor life. 
And I am appalled at the numbers of abor- 
tions that are going on. They are 
exponentially rising, and it’s a tragedy. Some 
people use it as a birth control device. So, 
I just have a difference, an honest difference, 
of opinion on that one. I’m not going to 
change my views. 

But I certainly think the way you phrase 
it—I don’t think people should look at affec- 
tion between a man and a woman as that 
kind of ugly thing. When you have a relation- 
ship, I hope it’s based on something that has 
more affection. Maybe love, we ought to try 
that one on for size. Maybe a little more edu- 
cation than we've had, and try to teach peo- 
ple that indiscriminate sex is not good. And 
we're having an awful lot of disease because 
of indiscriminate sex. And we have a lot of 
broken families, kids that nobody knows their 
name. And we've got to find ways to strength- 
en the family. 

All these things I think we could agree on, 
whether we agree on that question or not— 
of whether you want abortion or whether you 
happen to favor life and adoption, as I do. 


Line-Item Veto 


Q. Mr. President, could you comment on 
how you might motivate Congress to adopt 
the line-item veto? One of the concerns 
clearly is that the budget needs to be con- 
trolled, and that might be a message. 

The President. Well, the question is, for 
those who didn’t hear it here, how do you 
motivate the Congress to go for the line-item 
veto. 
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One, I strongly support it. Forty-three 
Governors have it. I don’t think you've got 
it in New Hampshire, but 43 Governors 
across the State have it, across the country. 
And it gives the executives the chance to 
make the tough decision. So again it goes 
back to Joe’s question: How do you get it 
done? And the only way I know to get it done 
is to keep advocating it and to get the kind 
of people in Washington that would support 
it. 

And I’m going to keep on doing that be- 
cause I don’t believe it would solve this guy's 
question, lady’s question, whoever asked it 
originally about the balanced budget. I’m not 
suggesting that there are enough items you 
could hack out of there unilaterally to do that 
overnight. But it would make a tremendous 
job. 

I’m all for Lawrence Welk. Lawrence 
Welk is a wonderful man—he used to be, 
or was, or wherever he is now, bless him. 
[Laughter] But we don’t need $700,000 for 
a Lawrence Welk Museum when we've got 
tough times and people in New Hampshire 


are hurting. And there’s the kind of thing 
that could be line-itemed out of the budget, 
and I think it would be. I think we need it. 
We really do need it. 

Right over there in the middle. Yes, sir. 


Accessability of the President 

Q. I was wondering if you ever con- 
sidered meeting groups of people one-on- 
one—[inaudible|—with this problem of the 
different groups. I know you have a staff and 
can’t do everything, but local people—[in- 
audible |—will help you win the election. 

The President. Interesting suggestion. 
His point is, he said not a lot of people would 
want to have my job, but a lot of people 
would know exactly how to run it. I think 
that was the premise. But have you consid- 
ered, he says, meeting one-on-one with indi- 
vidual people? And the Cabinet, he says, can 
do their job, but that may not be as rep- 
resentative as you get it down closer to the 
grassroots. Is that a fair repetition? 

Not bad, not a bad question at all. Good 
observation. I do get a ton of mail. And peo- 
ple say, “Well, you don’t understand the 
heartbreak out there.” I really believe I do. 
I don’t think you have to have an experience 
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yourself to understand it. Do you want me 
to put this on a real personal basis for you? 
Barbara and I lost a child. Some people here 
haven’t done that. I wouldn’t suggest that if 
that experience hadn’t come to your family 
that you would be less concerned about a 
neighbor who went through that. We care 
about it. We are in touch. 

I read the mail. I hear a lot of cries from 
the heart from people—many, many ways. 
Friends reporting of neighbors out of work, 
whatever it may be. I don’t know how to im- 
plement what you've suggested. We’ve done 
some homework since we've been privileged 
to live in the White House. When Abraham 
Lincoln was President he lived right on the 
second floor of the White House, and he had 
his bedroom down at one end of the hall— 
same place for Barbara and I, the bedroom 
now. And the people could come up and 
wander into the White House and say, “Hey, 
we want to see Abe” and give him their view. 
It was pretty good. I mean, it was a good 
system in a sense. 

Now you've got some problems from that, 
most of them of a security nature. You have 
a lot of nuts out there. You've got a lot of 
crazy people wandering around that you can’t 
take a chance with. 

Let me think about it. I don’t know wheth- 
er there’s a better way to kind of just pluck 
a name out of the phone book or get some 
guy that was thrown out of work, for example, 
to come there as an individual with no staff 
and no preparation. Maybe there is because 
I’m not going to shoot it down as a lousy 
idea. 

Go ahead. 

Q. [Inaudible]. 

The President. I'll tell you how we do a 
lot of that is through the different groups that 
represent these people. But that’s not maybe 
as good as what you're suggesting here. 
There may be a way we can do more of that. 
You go to these hospitals and talk to an AIDS 
family, or something, you get a better feel. 
And we do a fair amount of that. But maybe 
there’s more. I mean, I think it’s a good sug- 
gestion. 

They tell me we've got to go, all nervous- 
looking people over here, because we're 
heading on. But listen, thank you very much. 
And may I ask you to vote for me on Tuesday. 
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We need your support. Thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at 
Hollis/Brookline High School. In his remarks, 
he referred to Kathryn M. Wienslaw, co- 
chairman of the Bush-Quayle campaign in 
New Hampshire. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting 
With President Mircea Snegur of 
Moldova 


February 18, 1992 


The President and Moldovan President 
Mircea Snegur met for 20 minutes today in 
the Oval Office. It was the first meeting be- 
tween the two leaders. The President reiter- 
ated U.S. recognition of Moldovan independ- 
ence and the two Presidents agreed that the 
U.S. and Moldova will establish diplomatic 
relations and exchange Ambassadors in the 
near future. The President also expressed our 
commitment to continue U.S. humanitarian 
and technical assistance to Moldova. 


Statement on Winning the New 
Hampshire Primary 


February 18, 1992 


I am delighted tonight to have won the 
New Hampshire primary. 

Mindful of New Hampshire’s proud his- 
tory in selecting Presidents, I am indebted 
to all those in the State who voted for me, 
and my special thanks go to our able cam- 
paign leaders and to the volunteers who 
worked so hard. 

This election was far closer than many had 
predicted. I think the opponents on both 
sides reaped the harvest of discontent with 
the pace of New Hampshire’s economy. I un- 
derstand the message of dissatisfaction. 

My most immediate task has been to get 
Congress to enact some very sensible, sound 
proposals that will help get this Nation’s 
economy going forward. The message of to- 
night is that Americans are concerned about 
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the future. I have the right answers, and I 
will take my case to the voters in the next 
84% months. The goal of my campaign is to 
win reelection in November. 

I will campaign vigorously in those States 
whose primaries lie ahead. I am confident 
of winning our party's nomination and the 
election. 

I want to thank the voters of New Hamp- 
shire, as well as Governor Gregg, Senators 
Rudman and Smith, Congressman Zeliff, 
Hugh Gregg, Gordon Humphrey, and the 
rest of my leadership team. 

Once again, I am pleased to have finished 
first in New Hampshire. Now, on to the 
South. 


Memorandum on Delegating 
Authority to Report on the 
Rebuilding of Kuwait 


February 18, 1992 


Memorandum for the Secretary of Commerce 


Subject: Delegation Reporting Obligations 
Pursuant to Section 606(f) of the Persian 
Gulf Conflict Supplemental Authorization 
and Personnel Benefits Act of 1991 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 301 
of title 3 of the United States Code, I hereby 
delegate to you the functions vested in me 
by section 606(f) of the Persian Gulf Conflict 
Supplemental Authorization and Personnel 
Benefits Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-25, 
105 Stat. 111) relating to periodic reports to 
the Congress with respect to contracting for 
the rebuilding of Kuwait. 

The functions delegated by this memoran- 
dum shall be exercised in coordination with 
the Secretary of State, the Army Corps of 
Engineers, and such other executive depart- 
ments and agencies as you may deem appro- 
priate. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 19. 
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Memorandum on Export-Import 
Bank Services for South Africa 
February 18, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-15 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination to Permit Export- 
Import Bank Financing for Exports to the 
Government of South Africa or Its Agencies 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 2(b)(9) of the Export-Import Bank 
Act of 1945, as amended (12 U.S.C. 
635(b)(9)) (the “Act”), I hereby: 

1) determine that significant progress to- 
ward the elimination of apartheid has 
been made in South Africa; 

2) authorize and direct you to transmit to 
the Congress a statement describing and 
explaining this determination. 

You are further authorized and directed 

to publish this memorandum in the Federal 
Register. 


George Bush 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 19. 


Memorandum on Foreign Assistance 
for Angola 
February 18, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-16 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Foreign Assistance for Angola 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 614(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 
2364(a)(1), I hereby: 

(1) determine that it is important to the 
security interests of the United States to fur- 
nish assistance described in paragraphs (2) 
and (3) below notwithstanding section 512 
of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, 
and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 
1991 (Public Law 101-513); section 512 as 
applied to fiscal year 1992 pursuant to the 
Joint Resolution making continuing appro- 
priations for fiscal year 1992, and for other 
purposes (Public Law 102-145); other acts 
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making appropriations for foreign operations, 
export financing, and related programs for 
fiscal year 1992; and any other provision of 
law within the scope of section 614(a)(1); 

(2) authorize the furnishing of up to $1.5 
million of Economic Support Funds made 
available for fiscal year 1991 for support for 
democratization in Angola; and 

(3) authorize the furnishing of up to $13 
million from funds made available for the 
Development Fund for Africa for fiscal year 
1992 for support for democratization in An- 
gola and to address other pressing needs in 
Angola in the period until elections are com- 
pleted. 

You are hereby directed to transmit this 
determination to the Congress and to publish 
it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 19. 


Exchange With Reporters on Arrival 
in Knoxville, Tennessee 


February 19, 1992 


The President. Well, I’m sure people 
would like to ask questions about the elec- 
tion, so fire away. 


New Hampshire Primary Results 


Q. Mr. President, did you feel that the vot- 
ers in New Hampshire, with the message of 
dissatisfaction, were expressing _dis- 
satisfaction with you? And what are you going 
to change? 

The President. Well, I’m not sure of that. 
I think there was a lot of pounding on me, 
five Democrats, one Republican, and a cer- 
tain editorial policy up there that for 9 weeks 
did nothing but hit me with no defense on 
my part. Some of these Congressmen with 
me today said, “Hey, since when is an 18- 
point victory been considered anything other 
than a landslide?” 

Now, I’m not saying that I wouldn’t have 
liked to do better. But I’m satisfied with the 
results. And now we're down here, and we’re 
going to take this guy on in every single State. 
I’d have to do a little definition of who it 
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is because all I did was lay back and get ham- 
mered by these Democrats and to some de- 
gree by Pat. And so, it’s a new ball game. 
And we’re coming out strong. 

I must say that I feel good today. I thought 
I might be a little down because of the earli- 
est reports that some of you all put on the 
air and some of your interpretations. Now, 
with an 18-point win, most people say, “Hey, 
that’s not bad.” Try to sell some guy over 
here that an 18-point victory in a political 
race isn’t anything other than a good victory. 

So, we’re going to go forward now. The 
other thing I’ve got to do, though, I do think 
I have to do better, is get this message to 
the country—and particularly these southern 
States if you want an election contest—about 
what we're trying to do to help people that 
are hurting, what we’re trying to do in the 
Congress to enlist support to get our sound 
proposals through and beat back the Demo- 
cratic proposals. 

And the last point is, it’s a little ironic that 
the Democratic front runner opposes what— 
and could well be the party standard bear- 
er—opposes what the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives are doing. I mean, 
they're out of step with their own leader at 
this point. So, there are mixed signals. But 
look, I’ve been in tough fights before, Rita 
[Rita Beamish, Associated Press], and I’m 
looking forward to this one. 

Q. Do you admire Tsongas, Mr. Presi- 
dent? 

The President. I'm not admiring him. 
He’s knocking my socks off, and so are the 
other four, and so is the other candidate. But 
we're in a new territory now. If you don’t 
believe me, ask these guys. 


President’s Economic Plan 


Q. Was this the result, in part, of waiting 
for the State of the Union Address to outline 
what you wanted to do to help the economy? 
Do you think you might have done better 
in New Hampshire if you had started fighting 
with the Democrats on these issues last year, 
as some urged you to do? 

The President. Well, I don’t know. That’s 
a good question, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News]. But it didn’t lighten up after I did 
have the State of the Union Message, and 
so I didn’t notice a change there. I noticed 
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them trying to be very critical of that. I can’t 
say no to that, but I don’t know enough about 
it, how it would have worked the other way. 

Q. Is this a sign that having a plan, how- 
ever plausible, is simply not going to be 
enough this year, that you’re going to have 
to have not a plan for a recovery but an actual 
recovery? 

The President. Well, I think there’s good 
signs about recovery. I mean, I kept pointing 
out the interest rates are down; inflation is 
down. Today, housing starts—I don’t know 
if you’ve seen it—took a rather dramatic kick 
up. I think people feel that the economy is 
poised for recovery. 

And let’s remember, New Hampshire peo- 
ple were hurting. New Hampshire was dis- 
proportionately affected by recession. Now, 
you talk to the people in Tennessee and yes, 
some people here have problems, but gen- 
erally the State is upbeat. They feel we can 
whip these problems. 

And so, I’ve got to get this—what I really 
want to do is get something done in terms 
of stimulating the economy. That first-time 
homebuyer’s credit is very important. And 
the whole rest of our incentives, capital gains. 
It’s interesting, again, to note that the Demo- 
cratic front runner is talking about capital 
gains also. 

So, we've got to do better getting it 
through Congress. And I’m going to just keep 
fighting. I'll tell you another thing I’m going 
to do. I’m not taking anything for granted. 
I’m going to stay out here across this coun- 
try—I’ve been in tough fights before—roll 
up my sleeves and go after them. 


Conservative Challenge 


Q. Are you going tc emphasize your con- 
servative credentials now? 

The President. I think I’ve got them, and 
I think, yes, they're clearly there. And I think 
most people: understand that. But we might 
have to define the opponent. I’ve been very 
kind and gentle. I'll still be kind, and I’m 
now debating how gentle to be. 

Q. What do you think the people should 
know about Buchanan? 

The President. Because I’m a little bit 
tired—well, I'll give you an example. I’ll give 
you an example. This State of Tennessee had 
6,700 reservists and guardsmen volunteer. 
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One community of 1,000 had 18 people. This 
is the Volunteer State. People are still very 
proud of the fact that this—of Desert Storm. 
And there’s a national pride there; there’s a 
pride in having a strong America. That’s my 
position: a strong America and having led a 
very triumphant and very important war over 
there. So, I'll be taking that message, along 
with the message of economic change, eco- 
nomic hope. Mine’s not going to be a pes- 
simistic message, and it’s for certain things. 

Q. Sir, was it a political mistake 

The President. I'll be with you in just one 
second. You’re the next in line. Get this one 
and then right there. 


Tax Cut 


Q. Was it a political mistake to hold back 
on the $500 personal exemption increase, to 
put that in your long-term package? Whether 
it made economic sense or not, was it a politi- 
cal blunder? 

The President. Well, I don’t think it’s a 
political blunder. It was grossly mis- 
interpreted. The question was whether—the 
opposition was saying it wasn’t in there at 
all. And I want that whole package passed, 
and Id like it passed now. But what I have 
said, and said in the State of the Union, 
here’s some short-term things; let’s get those 
passed now. And here’s the bigger package; 
let’s pass that this year. But I don’t think it’s 
a blunder, I think there was gross misrep- 
resentation. 

Charles [Charles Bierbauer, CNN], I'll be 
right—Randall [Randall Pinkston, CBS 
News], you’re next in line right after him. 


Pat Buchanan 


Q. Mr. President, you say you need to de- 
fine Pat Buchanan. How do you define him? 
The President. Well, we're debating that. 
You just tell the truth. You just tell the truth. 

Q. What would that be? 

The President. Well, I don’t think Social 
Security ought to be voluntary. That’s the 
Bush position. 

Q. How does that define Pat Buchanan? 

The President. Well, people go ask him 
what he thinks about it. 

Q. Don’t you risk having a divided party 
in the fall if you attack him hard? 

The President. That’s a danger, but he 
doesn’t worry about that. I’ve been attacked 
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hard. I think I’ve seen that in—but it’s much 
better to stay on the positive plane. I'll point 
out what I’m for. I was for what Tennessee 
did in supporting Desert Storm. I am for pro- 
tecting those on Social Security. And there’s 
a wide array of things that we can point out 
that are positive. And then you all can make 
the interpretation. 

That’s the kind side. It might not be as 
gentle as just forgetting about it altogether. 
But I was a little sick and tired of getting 
pounded by five Democrats day-in and day- 
out, not responding, and similarly, by the Re- 
publican challenger whom I beat by 18 
points. And I’m going to stay, you know, tak- 
ing a positive message across the country. 

Mr. Fitzwater. We're running a little bit 
behind, Mr. President. 


Congressional Action 


Q. yesterday’s results, Mr. President, 
do you believe that it is still possible to meet 
that March 20th deadline, or are all the bets 
off now, and Congress is just going to dig 
in and make sure that you don’t get any kind 
of economic growth package? 

The President. When their standard bear- 
er, the guy up front, has the same program 
in terms of what he thinks needs to be done 
for the economy, really essentially a Repub- 
lican program, I would think they'd take a 
look at that. The voters up there on their 
side seemed to give some endorsement to 
that economic plan that called for a capital 
gains reduction and stood out against this 25- 
cents-a-day tax cut that’s going to raise 
everybody’s taxes over the years. 

And so, I’m not going to give up on trying 
to get the Congress to move. We’re going 
to stay in there and fight to get the Congress 
to do what they should have done a long time 
ago. And I think people in this State know 
that the Democrats that control the Congress 
are out of step with the American people. 
So, I’ve got to get that message across a little 
more clearly. 

One more, and then I’ve got to go. 

Q. It sounds like you’re endorsing the 
Tsongas economic plan. 

The President. No, he’s endorsed our 
plan. 
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Election Predictions 


Q. Do you think Buchanan will be finished 
after Super Tuesday? 

The President. I'm not making any pre- 
dictions. That’s the kinder side; I’m going to 
stay out of that. I’m going to just focus on 
what I think is best for this country and pro- 
claiming, hey, 58/40, a lot different than I 
heard some of you guys talking about earlier 
last evening when, I admit, I was a little 
tense. Little tense, John [John Cochran, 
NBC News], with a couple of reports I heard 
there. But now, when the results are in, peo- 
ple are saying, across the country are saying, 
“You mean somebody is going to say that 58/ 
40 is not a good victory? And you've got a 
lot of talking heads out there that don’t agree 
with that, but let’s see how they try that one 
on in es I think they're going to say 
that’s pretty good 

Q. Are e gloves off, Mr. Bush? 

The Preside ent. No, no, the gloves are still 
on. Gloves are still on. Gloves are still on. 
running against an incumbent 


President? 
The President. Do you remember the 
Reagan-Ford race? 
Q. And what did Ford do in November? 
The President. No, don’t worry about No- 
vember. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:50 a.m. at 
McGhee-Tyson Airfield. 


Remarks at a Signing Ceremony for a 
National Technology Initiative 
Agreement in Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
February 19, 1992 


Thank you for that welcome. Well, thank 
you so much. What a beautiful day in Ten- 
nessee. Thank you all. Let me just first start 
off by recognizing two who have been intro- 
duced, two members of my Cabinet, both 
should be familiar to you all. First, the Sec- 
retary of Energy Jim Watkins, who’s doing 
an outstanding job not just in the field of 
energy but in education and so many other 
things, standing here next to me. And I heard 
that nice reception for the hometown kid— 
(laughter|—but we refer to him as the Sec- 
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retary of Education, the distinguished former 
Governor Lamar Alexander. And you talk 
about a man who’s doing a great job for his 
country. 

I know that this is the district of a very 
distinguished Congresswoman, Marilyn 
Lloyd, who couldn’t be with us. But I want 
to re-present three with whom I work very 
closely in the Congress, Congressmen Jimmy 
Quillen and Don Sundquist and Jimmy Dun- 
can, who are also right down here on the 
end. And my thanks to Al Trivelpiece, the 
director of Oak Ridge, and to Joe Coors, 
who’s been introduced, of Coors structural 
ceramics. He just handed me a ceramic 
putter. [Laughter] And he said if this fails, 
and it will, I'll use it as a hammer. [Laughter] 
You know what that’s all about. 

But this agreement today is one that I hope 
to see repeated across the Nation. This 
agreement, that I’m going to witness, com- 
bines in one place the resources of Govern- 
ment with the energy and inventiveness of 
private enterprise. And you're pointing our 
country toward the next American century. 

In the old era, now ending, many of Amer- 
ica’s best scientists were engaged in winning 
the cold war. Well, the new era will free up 
those priceless talents to concentrate on the 
technologies of tomorrow, improving pro- 
ductivity and guaranteeing our long-term 
prosperity. We will transform the arsenal of 
democracy into the engine of economic 
growth. It’s going to take the right kind of 
investments; the kind we’ve been making for 
3 years. And our future economic competi- 
tiveness demands that we invest in an area 
in which we've always led the world, and I’m 
talking about something you all know a lot 
about, research and development. 

Our challenge now is to put more of these 
incredible technologies to work for the 
America of this decade and beyond. And 
we've been busy sweeping away the obstacles 
that inhibit the transfer of technology from 
the Government over to the private enter- 
prise sector. And 2 years ago, I signed a bill 
that allows private industry to take advantage 
of Government research. And there are 675 
public-private agreements that are active 
today, 675. 

And today, we witness another one. Coors 
ceramics company and the Oak Ridge Na- 
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tional Lab are going to attack one of the ob- 
stacles to wider use of durable, efficient, and 
lightweight ceramic parts: machining ceram- 
ics without destroying their desirable quali- 
ties. Oak Ridge’s high temperature materials 
lab, a world-class advanced materials testing 
facility, will be working with American indus- 
try to take the world lead in making precision 
ceramic parts. Ceramic parts will be vital to 
the longer lasting and more efficient engines 
of the future. And we’re in a race with other 
nations for this multibillion dollar market, 
and we will get there first with the best prod- 
ucts, thanks to the hard work of people right 
here, the imagination of these scientists. 


And let me make this clear to the rest of 
the country, something that you all know, 
getting there first, in this regard, means jobs, 
American jobs. Now, Coors moved here 2 
years ago precisely to take advantage of the 
expertise and high-tech facilities here at Oak 
Ridge. And that means 85 new jobs here be- 
cause of this partnership. And this is just one 
of the 25 cooperative agreements at this lab 
alone. 


One of the reasons I’m here is to help get 
the message out. Our national technology ini- 
tiative, which Admiral Watkins is spearhead- 
ing and helping us spearhead, is bringing 
Government officials together with private 
businesses to let them know what Govern- 
ment can offer in technology. We must move 
these developments out of the laboratory and 
into the marketplace, and create more Amer- 
ican jobs. And that’s what this is about. 


I’m very, very pleased to be here with you 
all today. So, without further ado, I'll be 
pleased to witness the signing of the agree- 
ment. I believe that’s going to take place. 
Here it is. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. at 
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. Alvin 
Trivelpiece, Director of the Laboratory, and 
Joe Coors, Jr., president and chairman of 
Coors Ceramics Co., signed the cooperative 
research and development agreement. . 
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Remarks to a and Business 
Leaders in Knoxville, 


February 19, 1992 


ennessee 


Thank you very, very much for that wel- 
come. Please—thank you for such a warm 
welcome back. And thank you, Senator 
Baker, my esteemed friend, for that overly 
generous introduction. 


May I extend my greetings to another 
longtime friend, Mayor Victor Ashe, who is 
doing a great job here in this community, 
and to thank all of the other Knoxville com- 
munity leaders here today. And I’m not sure 
that that description includes the marvelous 
music we've had, but my thanks to those 
from the Vols over here who provided some 
upbeat sounds. And I also want to single out 
with great pride two Cabinet members who 
are with me here today: First, our Secretary 
of Energy, Jim Watkins, doing a superb job, 
with us over here, Jim; and then, of course, 
one that you all know so well, Lamar Alexan- 
der, our Secretary of Education. 


You may know that Lamar, as part of his 
mission to promote lifetime learning, in 
keeping with one of our education goals, one 
is never too old to learn, convinced me to 
learn how to use a computer. It really paid 
off. I can now make typographical errors 
twice as fast as I used to on the typewriter. 

And may I also single out three Members 
of the Tennessee congressional delegation, 
Jimmy Duncan, Jimmy Quillen, and Don 
Sundquist, all three doing a fantastic job for 
us in Washington. poe a very heartfelt 
thanks, quick thanks, to the people at the 
Knoxville Chamber of Commerce who 
helped pull this magnificent event together, 
Larry Martin and Jack Hammontree and 
Susan Shay. And I’m pleased that John Wa- 
ters of the TVA could join us here today. 


I feel very much at home, and I’m de- 
lighted to be here. And Tennessee is a State 
with a special significance for me. After all, 
it’s the Volunteer State. And during Oper- 
ation Desert Storm you proved it all over 
again. So let me take this opportunity, think- 
ing back a year just almost from this minute, 
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when the ground war started, let me take 
this opportunity to thank the 6,700 Ten- 
nessee reservists and National Guard who 
were called up for Desert Storm and who 
served this State and served this country with 
such distinction. 

It’s a pleasure to be here in Knoxville, for 
what you’ve done here is a model for the 
Nation. This city combines in one place the 
enthusiasm of cutting-edge research, the re- 
sources of government and then the energy, 
the dynamic energy of the private enterprise. 
You are pointing our country toward the next 
American century. 

We stand today at what I think most peo- 
ple would agree is a pivot point in history, 
at the end of one era and the beginning of 
another. As imperial communism died and 
as the clouds of the cold war part, America 
stands alone, the undisputed leader of the 
world. 

The old era demanded great sacrifices of 
our country; we met them, each and every 
one of them. But the new era opens up to 
us limitless possibilities, fresh challenges of 
the kind that have always brought out the 
best in America. 

For the short term, of course, our chal- 
lenge is to fire up the economy. I’ve put to- 
gether a two-part plan, starting with a short- 
term package, seven commonsense steps to 
spur investment and create jobs. With infla- 
tion down and interest rates lower than 
they've been in 20 years, our plan offers in- 
centives to business to buy equipment, up- 
grade their plants, and start hiring again. It 
offers a a boost to the housing market, 
often at the forefront of economic recovery, 
with a $5,000 tax credit for first-time home- 
buyers. 

I have asked the Congress to pass this plan 
by March 20th. You may have heard about 
other tax plans floated up on Capitol Hill. 
The House Democrats are offering 25 cents 
a day, literally, in income tax relief in ex- 
change for cuts in Medicare, student loans, 
farm payments, and true to form, a large, 
permanent tax increase. That plan will deep- 
en the deficit by $30 billion and cost jobs 
as well. That is a lose-lose proposition if ever 
there was one. Here in Knoxville, let me 
again remind the United States Congress: 
We are a month and a day away from the 
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deadline. Help your country. Put politics 
aside for just those 31 days that it takes. No 
more games. Pass our plan and get this econ- 
omy moving again all across the country. 

But then we must look forward, beyond 
the short-term into the next century. Believe 
it or not, looking forward has become a more 
radical notion than it sounds. For some quar- 
ters, we hear the dim voice of defeatism, that 
tin trumpet sounding retreat. We’re told that 
our future lies in turning away from the 
world, pulling down the shades, and hoping 
that the rest of the world just goes away. 
Well, don’t be fooled by the tough talk and 
the patriotic bluster. Protectionism comes 
from fear, fear that American workers can’t 
compete, fear that American ingenuity is 
spent, fear that we must turn away from the 
world because we can no longer lead the 
world. That’s not the future that I see for 
the United States of America. The America 
of the future must embrace challenges, not 
cut and run. It must put back the frontiers 
of knowledge and technology and use our 
great strengths of individual initiative and de- 
termination. If we do, the America of the 
future will compete, and it will win. 

This century has taught us many lessons. 
But above them all stands an overarching 
truth: If America is to succeed economically 
at home, we must lead economically abroad. 
Now, our leadership ensures markets for 
American products and jobs for American 
workers. And it gives us room to spread our 
wings and show the world what we can do. 
Let us never forget: Our national symbol is 
the eagle; it is not the ostrich. 

Each generation of Americans makes an 
implicit compact with the generations that 
follow. We pledge that their opportunities 
will be greater than ours. Our generation will 
make good on that pledge but only if we con- 
tinue to lead the world. 

So for the last 3 years, my administration 
has been laying the foundation for America’s 
continued leadership. We've approached this 
pivot point in history, this moment of unpar- 
alleled opportunity with a positive strategy 
to build on the enduring strengths of the 
American people, our capacity for hard work, 
our cutting-edge technology, our willingness 
to take risks. To continue as the world’s eco- 
nomic leader we must excel in two vital areas: 
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education and technology. That’s where our 
future lies. Our strategy must target both, 
and it does. 

American science is the best in the world. 
We've got to make sure that the same is true 
of American science education. Tomorrow’s 
marketplace will demand workers highly 
skilled in math and science. Tennesseans 
know the importance of that, and I thank you 
for lending me your Governor and U.T. 
president, Lamar Alexander. He’s on the cut- 
ting edge. He’s out front in trying to rev- 
olutionize the schools in this country. 
Through our America 2000 education strat- 
egy, we re getting that education message to 
the rest of the country. 

Working with the Nation’s Governors, Sec- 
retary Alexander and I set six ambitious edu- 
cation goals, done on a bipartisan basis, 
wasn’t Republican, Democrat, liberal, con- 
servative. The Governors came together 
under Lamar’s leadership, and we came up 
with these goals. And one of the most impor- 
tant ones was this: By the year 2000, Amer- 
ican students will be first in the world in 
math and science. 

The budget that I’ve recenily submitted 
to Congress calls for more than $2 billion 


in math and science education programs. 
That’s more than a 120-percent increase over 


the past 3 years for programs at the 
precollege level. Just 2 years ago, when I was 
last here in your wonderful city, I mentioned 
that our Energy Secretary, Jim Watkins, had 
joined up with U.T. and Oak Ridge to start 
a new math and science academy for Ameri- 
ca’s teachers. 

Once again, Tennessee set the pace for our 
country. To better train teachers, we plan to 
double the number of math and science in- 
structors receiving federally assisted in-depth 
instruction in their field. This year, almost 
half the Nation’s precollege math and science 
teachers will receive some federally funded 
training. 

In the old era now ending, many of our 
best scientists helped America win the cold 
war. The new era will free up those priceless 
talents to transform the arsenal of democracy 
into the engine of economic growth. That is 
the mission. That is the challenge of the nine- 
ties. 
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It will take the right kind of investments, 
the kind we’ve been making for years, for 
3 years. And these have been tough deci- 
sions. This year, I’ve asked for a freeze on 
discretionary domestic spending—got to do 
that for the overall budget—which means 
that any increases have to be the result of 
hard thinking about priorities. Well, we’ve 
done the hard thinking, and we’ve made a 
fundamental decision. Our future economic 
competitiveness demands that we invest 
today in one of our greatest strengths, re- 
search and development. And I’ve asked for 
a record investment in R&D, $76 billion next 
year alone. 

Now, let me give you just a few examples 
of what this means. This year we’re investing 
$803 million to assist private enterprise in 
the development of a_ high-performance 
computing system 1,000 times more power- 
ful than today’s computer. And such a system 
will forecast droughts and hurricanes, design 
better aircraft, unlock the riddle of the ge- 
nome. 

We're investing more than $1 billion for 
research in energy technologies to improve 
energy efficiency, nuclear fusion, clean coal 
technologies, and alternatives to petroleum. 

We're investing almost $1.5 billion in 
transportation R&D. To relieve our overbur- 
dened highways and airports, we’re stimulat- 
ing research in new transportation tech- 
nologies such as intelligent vehicle-highway 
systems and high-speed rail. Some of you un- 
intelligent drivers beware; you may be re- 
placed. 

We're increasing investment in bio- 
technology research for a total of more than 
$4 billion, so that we continue to lead the 
world in conquering disease and relieving 
world hunger. Now, this research can pay 
dividends undreamed of just a few years ago, 
not only in health care but in manufacturing, 
energy, and in environmental protection. 
One recent development: microorganisms 
that emit light signals when they encounter 
pollution in the environment. 

And there’s much more, substantial in- 
creases for the superconducting 
supercollider, agricultural research, and the 
development of advanced materials. We will 
double the budget for the National Science 
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Foundation, home to some of our most fan- 
tastic scientific and technological advances. 

And for a generation, when Americans 
have looked to the future, they have looked 
to the stars. Well, we’re intensifying our ef- 
forts to explore the Moon and the planets, 
a quest that not only lifts our spirits but 
brings tangible benefits in new technology 
and economic growth. 

These incredible technologies can’t just sit 
in the science books; they need to work for 
America. And so, we’re moving them out of 
the laboratory and into the marketplace. 
We've been busy sweeping away the obsta- 
cles that block the transfer of technology 
from the Government to private enterprise. 
And just over, I think it was 2 years ago, I 
signed a bill that allows private industry to 
take competitive advantage of Government 
research. 

There are 675 public-private agreements 
active today. In fact, I had a great morning. 
I just witnessed another one out at Oak Ridge 
this morning. The Coors Structural Ceramics 
Company and Oak Ridge will be perfecting 
a new ceramic material that’s tougher than 
steel. In fact, Coors has decided to locate 
in this area to be near the scientists and facili- 
ties at Oak Ridge. And in doing that, Coors 
joins more than 20 other companies that have 
moved to your area for the same reason. And 
that’s the bottom line of these agreements: 
jobs for Knoxville, jobs for America. 

Our national technology initiative brings 
Government officials together with private 
businesses to let them know what Govern- 
ment can offer in new technology. This ini- 
tiative will take advantage of the irreplace- 
able resources at our national labs, including 
Oak Ridge, to foster technological excel- 
lence. 

But make no mistake, Government has no 
business setting what’s known as an industrial 
policy, where you pick winners and losers 
and protect favorite industries from market 
forces, no business doing that. The lightning 
pace of today’s economy is too quick. It’s too 
vital for the deadening hand of the bureau- 
crat. We will continue to lead only if we give 
the marketplace full play. A competitive mar- 
ket cuts fat, it encourages efficiency, and it 
rewards innovation. 


Feb. 19 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


That’s why for 3 years we've tried to en- 
courage private venture capital. You know, 
America taxes capital gains at a rate higher 
than any of our world competitors. And yet 
the same pessimists who complain we can’t 
compete still stand in the way of lower capital 
gains taxes. So, let’s put an end to that self- 
defeating nonsense. Congress must lower 
that capital gains tax to create jobs, and the 
time to lower it is right now. 

Finally, we’ve asked Congress to make the 
R&E tax credit a permanent part of the Tax 
Code. For private companies, this credit re- 
duces the cost of research and development 
by as much as 20 percent. American busi- 
nesses must be able to plan for the future 
knowing those savings are secure. 

Each one of these measures has world- 
shaping implications. There is a strategy for 
a competitive, vigorous America, and it 
springs from a vision of what our future 
should be. The great blessing of our country 
is that we Americans have the power to cre- 
ate our own future. We have that extraor- 
dinary opportunity, once again, to guarantee 
that when our children attend school, they 
receive the best education in the world and 
that when they leave school, they enter a 
growing economy with good jobs of their 
choosing. Let us never forget, the future we 
plan for today belongs to them. 

I am fortunate, very, very fortunate to be 
President of the United States at an exciting 
time in our country’s marvelous history. The 
world still looks to this great country for lead- 
ership. And we have so much to be grateful 
for, and I am proud to serve as your Presi- 
dent. 

May God bless you, and God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you very, 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. at 
the Knoxville Auditorium-Coliseum. In his 
remarks, he referred to former Senator How- 
ard Baker; John B. Waters, member of the 
Board of Directors of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority; and Jack Hammontree, president, 
Larry Martin, chairman, and Susan Shay, 
member of the board of directors of the Knox- 
ville Chamber of Commerce. 
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Remarks on the Observance of 
African-American History Month 


February 19, 1992 


Welcome to the White House, and thank 
you all very, very much for coming. The final- 
ists and the semifinalists of the McDonald’s 
Black History Makers of Tomorrow are here, 
and I want to salute them right off hand, 
over here. Welcome to the White House. 
And next let me single out as a fan, the rep- 
resentatives of the Negro League Baseball 
Players Association, over here, very famous, 
all. Welcome. 

And to Mr. Justice White and members 
of our Cabinet, Chairman Powell, and others, 
let me just say that I am honored to join 
you in celebrating African-American History 
Month. I’m especially proud to introduce two 
special guests that we’re going to hear from 
in a minute, Maya Angelou and Shirley Cae- 
sar, right here. 

Dr. Angelou, an author, editor, dancer, 
producer, now the Reynolds Professor of 
American Studies at Wake Forest University, 
she built a career exploring the promise of 
freedom. And her book, “I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings,” has thrilled readers and 
students by making the case for decency and 
courage and hope and determination. 

And our other guest is, of course, one of 
America’s greatest gospel singers. Grammy 
award-winning—brought some family along 
to celebrate, I see, but never mind, that’s 
fine even in the White House, Shirley— 
Grammy award-winning Shirley Caesar has 
long “lifted her voice to sing” the bittersweet 
song of gospel. And her message, like the 
words of the well-known anthem, is “full of 
the faith that the dark past has taught us and 
the hope that the present has brought us.” 

African-American History Month lets us 
reflect on our past, its triumphs and its trage- 
dies, and it bids us to celebrate and to re- 
member. But while we may use this time to 
stop and take stock of race relations, we must 
guard against the trap of viewing black expe- 
rience solely against the backdrop of race. 

Too often the book of black history is de- 
fined only by the chapters, important though 
they may be, of slavery and emancipation and 
civil rights. African-American History Month 
puts on view a whole world of African-Amer- 
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ican experience, experience that has often 
pushed back the boundaries of race relations, 
but that is not always, and only, defined by 
them. 

This month explores another chapter, Afri- 
cans’ roots explore new worlds. It celebrates 
the black pathfinders and trailblazers who 
pushed back the bounds of the unknown and 
expanded the boundaries of knowledge. Ex- 
plorers like Pedro Nifio, who followed the 
stars to a new world. Pioneers like Guion 
Bluford, Jr., who parted the stars toward the 
unknown; or Arctic explorer Matthew 
Henson, who braved the edge of creation at 
the newfound North Pole. 

And then, of course, we salute other black 
pioneers: Pioneers whose compass was cour- 
age; whose map, moral vision. These are peo- 
ple like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who re- 
alized “that the time is always ripe to do 
right.” And we think of Alex Haley, a writer 
described him as a man who “turned loss into 
pride, history into heritage, and helped make 
black America a family again.” I'll never for- 
get “Roots.” You'll never forget Alex Haley. 
And then we think of A. Philip Randolph, 
the labor leader who fought to desegregate 
the military. Jesse Owens, whose triumph hu- 
miliated Hitler—before the entire world, I 
might add. George Washington Carver, Rosa 
Parks, Dr. Charles Drew, Benjamin 
Banneker, the legacy of the Tuskegee air- 
men. We think of Mr. Justice, right here in 
the front row, our dear friend, Clarence 
Thomas. And we think, of course, of Colin 
Powell. 

These pioneers and many like them 
peered over the rim of the possible and dared 
to walk where others had only dreamed. We, 
too, stand at the edge of a frontier, the fron- 
tier of brotherhood, the frontier of a better 
tomorrow. It’s up to us to see beyond old 
divides and set our sights on new common 
ground. And as we continue our efforts to 
create prosperity for all, we must also create 
new trust, a new tolerance, a new oppor- 
tunity. And we will. 

There is not, and there will never be, a 
place in America for hatred, for prejudice, 
for intolerance. And this is not America; this 
is not us. And let’s push back the small 
crowds who preach hatred. Let’s create room 
for the American dream, for a land where 
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all God’s children sing in the joyous songs 
of freedom. And so, that’s our challenge. And 
I hope it will form the next chapter of our 
national history. 

And so, thank you all very, very much. And 
now for what we all came to hear. First, I’ve 
introduced you to Dr. Angelou, but I believe, 
Shirley, you are the lead-off hitter. And these 
guys would know exactly what that means. 
So come on up, Shirley Caesar. 


Note: The President spoke at 5 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Protocol Amending the Treaty on 
Extradition With Australia 

February 19, 1992 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Protocol Amending the 
Treaty on Extradition between the United 
States of America and Australia, signed at 
Seoul on September 4, 1990. I also transmit 
for the information of the Senate the report 
of the Department of State with respect to 
the Protocol. 

The Protocol supplements and amends the 
Treaty on Extradition between the United 
States of America and Australia, signed at 
Washington on May 14, 1974. It is designed 
to update and standardize the conditions and 
procedures for extradition between the Unit- 
ed States and Australia. Most significant, it 
removes an outdated list of extraditable of- 
fenses from the 1974 Treaty and expands 
upon the dual criminality approach contained 
in that Treaty. The Protocol also provides a 
legal basis for temporarily surrendering pris- 
oners to stand trial for crimes against the laws 
of the requesting State. The provisions in this 
Protocol follow generally the form and con- 
tent of extradition treaties recently con- 
cluded by the United States. 

This Protocol will make a significant con- 
tribution to international cooperation in law 
enforcement. I recommend that the Senate 
give early and favorable consideration to the 
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Protocol and give its advice and consent to 
ratification. 

George Bush 


The White House, 
February 19, 1992. 


Message to the Congress on Budget 
Rescissions and Deferrals 


February 19, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Congressional 
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report one rescission pro- 
posal, totaling $16.7 million, one revised de- 
ferral, and one new deferral of budget au- 
thority. Including the revised and the new 
deferrals, funds withheld in FY 1992 now 
total $5.6 billion. 

The proposed rescission affects the De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment. The deferrals affect the Agency for 
International Development and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

The details of the proposed rescission and 
deferrals are contained in the attached re- 
port. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 19, 1992. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Establishment of 
Diplomatic Relations With 
Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan 
February 19, 1992 


The President has decided that the United 
States will take immediate steps to establish 
diplomatic relations with Azerbaijan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
The United States had recognized their inde- 
pendence on December 25, 1991. Following 
Secretary Baker’s recent visit to these coun- 
tries, the President believes U.S. interests 
will be best served by having diplomatic ties 
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to their Governments. Secretary Baker con- 
ducted detailed discussions with the leaders 
of the four countries on the political, eco- 
nomic, and security principles of most impor- 
tance to the United States. The depth, extent, 
and richness of U.S. relations with each of 
these countries will depend on their commit- 
ment to these principles. 

With this step, and yesterday's establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with Moldova, 
the United States now has diplomatic rela- 
tions with 11 of the 12 former Soviet Repub- 
lics. The United States does not intend or 
seek to isolate the people of Georgia, as Sec- 
retary Baker said in Moscow. But, at this 
time, the United States is not in a position 
to establish diplomatic relations with Geor- 

a. 
The United States will open embassies in 
these countries by March 15. In addition, the 
U.S. will support their membership in rel- 
evant international organizations, including 
the International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s Meetin 
With President Frederick Chiluba o 
Zambia 


February 19, 1992 


The President and President Frederick 
Chiluba of Zambia met for approximately 30 
minutes in the Oval Office. They had an ex- 
cellent meeting, during which they discussed 
the political and economic developments in 
Zambia. The President congratulated Presi- 
dent Chiluba on moving Zambia into a demo- 
cratic era. President Bush was also support- 
ive of President Chiluba’s economic policies, 
particularly the privatization program. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With Prime Minister Carl 
Bildt of Sweden 


February 20, 1992 


The President. Well, look who’s here. 
You’re not going to need this, I don’t think. 
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Q. Mr. President, why have you not con- 
demned the latest Israeli invasion into Leb- 
anon, sir? 

The President. We're not going to take 
any questions at this photo opportunity. 
We're going to be discussing very important 
relations between Sweden and the United 
States and also get into a lot of multilateral 
questions. But that’s it. 

Q. Will that issue come up in your talks, 
sir? 

The President. Any issues he wants to talk 
about will be coming up. 

Q. Do you think the invasion might ham- 
per the current Mideast peace talks? 

The President. You missed it. I’m not 
going to take any questions. Thanks. 

Q. Thank you. 


[At this point, one group of journalists le 
the Oval Office and a second group entered. 


Q. Are relations with Sweden different 
since Carl Bildt took over? 

The President. Put it this way: I don’t 
think they could be much better. And we’re 
very happy with the relations with Sweden. 
We view it, incidentally, as a very important 
bilateral relationship. And I have great re- 
spect for what this gentleman on my right 
is doing and what he has already accom- 
plished. And he’s already had a very good, 
thorough discussion with the Secretary of 
State, and now I look forward to having one 
with him. But I welcome Prime Minister 
Bildt here, and just to say he comes to a fer- 
tile territory because there’s an awful lot of 
respect for what he’s doing, right here in this 
Oval Office, the State Department, all across 
our Government. 

Q. Do you really have time with Sweden 
after the setback in New Hampshire? 

The President. Yes, I’ve got time for it. 

Q. Shouldn’t you put America first, to 
quote the famous 

The President. I'd like to think America 
is first. But that’s the way I look at it. But 
I don’t think any President would look at it 
differently. But we are going to stay engaged 
around the world. We've got a tern om 
role, and we’re working closely with leaders 
from different countries. And clearly, Swe- 
den is a very important country. I can learn 
a lot from him—— 
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Q. What can you learn? 

The President. about what’s happen- 
ing in Eastern Europe, for example, what's 
happening in the Baltics, what’s happening 
in Europe itself. And I can tell him that we 
plan to stay engaged. And no domestic poli- 
tics is going to dissuade us from that. 

Q. What specific roles do you see 
Sweden 

The President. Listen guys, this isn’t a 
press conference. This is what we call a photo 
op. But I just really wanted to say, with the 
Swedish journalists here, a warm welcome 
to this very able Prime Minister. We're just 
so pleased he’s here. 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. Thank you. 


Note: The exchange began at 11:03 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 


Remarks at the Departure 
Ceremony for Prime Minister Carl 
Bildt of Sweden 


February 20, 1992 


Mr. Prime Minister, I am delighted to 
have welcomed you on your first official visit 
to Washington and to have shared very prof- 
itable, congenial talks. 

Prime Minister Bildt comes here at a time 
when Europe is being transformed and when 
Sweden itself is beginning a new chapter in 
its history. As the Prime Minister remarked 
on his election night last September, the 
winds of political change blowing through 
Europe have finally reached Sweden. 

Well, he understands well his nation’s past. 
Just more than 100 years ago, his great-great- 
grandfather was Prime Minister. But even 
more, Prime Minister Bildt represents a ris- 
ing generation of leadership for a people 
seeking a new role in Europe and a new birth 
of freedom and initiative in Swedish domes- 
tic policy. 

We welcome Sweden’s desire to play a 
more active part in the emerging global com- 
munity. The Prime Minister is committed to 
democracy, to free markets. And I know that 
as active partners in the common endeavor 
to create a free, open, and prosperous world, 
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the United States and Sweden will make a 
real difference. 

Sweden and the U.S. share a deep and un- 
swerving commitment to peace, and Sweden 
is a vital partner in our global non- 
proliferation efforts. A model peacekeeper, 
Sweden has shown its commitment to this 
function of collective security many times, 
with distinction, in the United Nations sys- 
tem. Sweden has taken a firm stand against 
terrorism, supporting our efforts to bring to 
justice those who xe Inde Pan Am Flight 
103. And during the Gulf war, Sweden pro- 
vided humanitarian and economic assistance. 

Our partnership in the service of freedom 
and democracy is not a new one. Americans 
and Swedes share more than 350 years of 
friendship, dating back to 1638 when the 
Kingdom of Sweden established a colony 
along the Christina River in Delaware. Amer- 
ican patriots of Swedish origin fought in our 
Revolutionary War and signed the Dec- 
laration of Independence. Sweden was one 
of the first nations to sign a treaty of friend- 
ship and commerce with a newly independ- 
ent United States. 

That legacy of partnership continues today 
on contemporary issues, for example, 
through the new investor visa arrangements 
our Government agreed upon today. And 
after today’s talks I am confident that this 
friendship will continue to flourish. 

Mr. Prime Minister, let me explain to you 
our sincere thanks for this new spirit of co- 
operation and friendship. It strengthens our 
relations. And your visit has clearly helped 
build the basis for a solid partnership as we 
face together the challenges that lie ahead. 

Thank you for coming our way. And the 
best of luck to you, sir. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:19 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Senate Action on the 
National Energy Security Act 


February 20, 1992 


Last night the Senate passed S. 2166, the 
National Energy Security Act of 1992, which 
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marks a substantial milestone in implement- 
ing the President’s national energy strategy 
issued one year ago today. This legislation 
will lead to the creation of hundreds of thou- 
sands of jobs and keep billions of dollars from 
flowing overseas for the purchase of foreign 
oil between now and the year 2010. The bill 
includes increased conservation, promotes 
the use of alternative fuels for motor vehicles, 
and permits greater use of natural gas. We 
are extremely pleased that the Senate passed 
the President’s legislation, and we urge the 
House to also act soon on this vital adminis- 
tration program. 


Remarks to the American Legislative 
Exchange Council 
February 21, 1992 


Thank you for the welcome. May I thank 
Fred Noye and Sam Brunelli and all the oth- 
ers assembled here. This has become an an- 
nual ritual, one that I look forward to very, 
very much. I don’t know whether Jack Kemp 
is here—he was going to be—been here. And 
Sam spoke. I have great confidence in both 
of them. But I really want to just come over 
and say a few words, express my greetings 
to all of you. 

Thinking of ALEC, I wanted to talk here 
about how you get things done, the key to 
good government. And Americans, I think, 
sensible ones, know that the Federal Govern- 
ment simply cannot do everything and 
shouldn’t even try. It could get the job done 
and then let everybody else do his or her 
job. At ALEC, you get things oo. And I 
want to help you do what you do best, and 
that is to lead and to innovate. 

So, we want to take $14.7 billion, maybe 
Sam talked to you about this, in Federal pro- 
gram funds and turn them over to the States 
as a block grant. And that way people who 
run the programs can do what works rather 
than following. some distant bureaucrat’s no- 
tion of what works. We tried it last year; 
didn’t get it. We’re trying it again this year. 
I hope we can make some headway, even 
though it is an election year. 

Another one, welfare reform. Our system 
too often promotes dependency and not 
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independence. And so we've asked the de- 
partments to go back and the agencies to go 
back and make it easier to obtain the waivers 
that are necessary to institute welfare reform. 
Work Fair’s a good example. Learn Fair, like 
they're doing in Wisconsin, is a good exam- 
ple. And the States are innovating. It is their 
responsibility, and we are trying to give them 
the support through waivers. So, I would sug- 
gest where you see hangups on it, let us know 
because we are trying to see that there is 
not bureaucratic opposition to moving for- 
ward with these flexible approaches that re- 
quire waivers. 

These reforms create, actually, the most 
important ingredients for success, and that 
is personal power and personal responsibility. 
We're getting more money to States for the 
important things, programs that work. We've 
increased spending on education, on Head 
Start, conservation fund grants, and I’m sure 
Sam mentioned this, transportation. And 
don’t think for a minute that we measure 
progress simply in terms of dollars; we do 
not. We measure it by results, and we fund 
these programs because they work. Head 
Start helps us achieve our six educational 
goals. Kids starting school ready to learn— 
this year we funded it so that every 4-year- 
old will have that opportunity. 

So, we’re moving forward on what we feel 
works. Jack’s program, that I’m supporting 
him on and have been trying to get through 
Congress, the HOPE program, H-O-P-E, 
enabling low-income families to own homes. 
And I like HOPE for a simple reason: It is 
a sensible program, and it makes good sense. 
And when you own a home, I think we all 
understand, you own a piece of the commu- 
nity. And you have a dignity and a self-re- 
spect that simply cannot be equaled in any 
other way. You all look at the world dif- 
ferently. You have an interest in improving 
your assets and you have an interest in safer, 
cleaner, better communities. And let me sim- 
ply say, HOPE works. 

And this pork-barrel spending—there was 
an amazing article on that in the paper 
today—doesn’t, and we’ve asked Congress to 
eliminate, totally eliminate 246 programs. All 
of them have noble titles. All of them have 
wonderful titles, and all of them have spon- 
sors in Congress. But they are not needed. 
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And we are in tough financial times, and so 
we're trying to get rid of 246 of them and 
put the money where it gets results. 

And at the same time, we’ve asked Con- 
gress to take a few steps to bolster confidence 
in Government and to strengthen the econ- 
omy. We need real tools to cut spending. And 
I want that line-item veto. We're going to 
keep on pressing for it. We have, in signing 
statements, I have said that we'll refute, we 
just are not going to accept some of the lan- 
guage: and so far that’s _ on through in 
the bills that I have signed. 

But we want a line-item veto, and again, 
I’m going to take the case to the people for 
this in the fall. I want a balanced budget 
amendment. We couldn’t do it overnight, ob- 
viously. But if we got it, it would discipline 
not just the executive branch, but it would 
discipline the United States Congress which 
appropriates every dime and tells us how to 
spend every single dime. We've got to cut 
the deficit without raising taxes, and if that 
takes an amendment, let’s get the amend- 
ment and get the job done. 

Secondly, I want Congress to stop passing 
these unfunded mandates. If there is one 
thing we hear the most about from States, 
from Governors or State reps or State sen- 
ators, it is unfunded mandates. And a Federal 
mandate is a promise that’s made up there 
on Capitol Hill and then paid for back on 
Main Street. But the subcommittee chair- 
men up there have not changed their think- 
ing at all. One program after another is man- 
dated, and thus a big burden placed on the 
States. And so we say to Congress: Stop pass- 
ing the buck back. And if you pass a mandate, 
pay for it, and don’t go and raise taxes. 

Third, I want to put a lid on nuisance law- 
suits. You know, the law should foster 
progress, not hinder it. And when fathers 
stop coaching Little League because they 
fear lawsuits, there’s something wrong. And 
we've gone way too far. When doctors stop 
delivering babies because they fear lawsuits, 
something’s wrong. And when people stop 
volunteering to help other people because 
they fear ambulance-chasing lawyers, some- 
thing is wrong. And the madness must stop. 

And we have legislation up there in the 
Congress sitting dormant. And here’s one 
where we can take the case to the American 
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people in the fall. It transcends party lines. 
It transcends ideology—liberal, conservative. 
It just does not make sense to have so many 
of these lawsuits settled in such an out- 
rageous fashion. So, we are going to take that 
case clearly and loudly to the American peo- 
ple this fall. The madness has got to stop. 

We've drafted a model act to help people 
engage in voluntary service without fear of 
unfair suits. And I hope your States will use 
this model to draft your own tort reform laws. 
Alabama, as Perry was telling me and re- 
minding me because I’ve known it, put to- 
gether such a statute, got it passed in less 
than 4 months. Perry Hooper—where is he, 
he was here right a minute ago—right over 
here, sponsored the legislation, and we’re 
very proud of what he’s done. It’s a model 
for other States, and it makes me redouble 
our efforts here to get something done on 
the Federal level. 

I’ve asked Congress to act upon our “Ac- 
cess to Justice Act” which encourages people 
to seek alternatives to court. And it used to 
be a joke; you'd get upset and someone 
would say, “Don’t make a Federal case out 
of it.” Now the joke’s on us, and we've got 
to turn that around. People still turn small 
squabbles into lawsuits, and they sit in court- 
rooms listening to lawyers bicker about prob- 
lems that should have been solved some way, 
over a cup of coffee at home maybe. 

The “Access to Justice Act,” and I urge 
you to take a look at it, provides alternatives 
and puts an end to this madness. And I'd 
like to challenge you to pass your own “access 
to justice” reforms. Lead the way. And then 
I think that will send a powerful message to 
the United States Congress. 

The Council on Competitiveness here, 
under the able leadership of Vice President 
Dan Quayle, has prepared two model State 
statutes which are outlined for you in the 
packets that I am told you were given today. 
Take it home, and think it over, and craft 
your own antilitigation laws. And wouldn’t it 
be nice to create a law that results in fewer 
lawsuits. 

And I don’t like to have this many influen- 
tial people gathered here without soliciting 
your support, for you to ask Congress to do 
its part to help the economy. We’ve got a 
good plan. It is good. There’s a lot of special 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Feb. 20 


interests don’t like parts of it, but it is a good, 
sound, stimulative plan. It will protect today’s 
jobs, and it will create new jobs for tomor- 
row. 

Congressional leadership also has a plan. 
And it will protect today’s congressional 
seats, and it'll promise action tomorrow. So, 
we are locked in a real fight up there. We're 
short on numbers, but we've got the facts 
and we’ve got the merits on our side. 

So I’ve given Congress a long-term plan, 
longer—I’d like to see it pass this year—to 
build the foundations for the next American 
century. An America that is healthy and well- 
educated and confident and free and better 
in research and technology, all of these 
things. 

The health care plan, incidentally, that I 
came out with fits perfectly with yours. It 
improves our health care system, which pro- 
vides the highest quality care on Earth. 
We've got health care problems, but one of 
them is not the quality of American health 
care. It is the best in the entire world. 

And so, our program doesn’t knock that 
aside to pass some mandated nationalized 
program. It gives everybody access to health 
insurance. And it lets people choose where 
to get treatment, which doctors they like. 
And when people make these choices, they 
feel more comfortable; they get treatments 
sooner, much sooner than under these na- 
tionalized programs. And our plan provides 
something better than socialized medicine’s 
false promises: health care itself. So I urge 
you to take a look at this one. I think philo- 
sophically it will be right in tune with what 
we all believe. 

My administration also understands that 
we've got to meet the challenges that lie over 
the horizon, the challenges of the 21st cen- 
tury. And our America 2000 education strat- 
egy encourages revolution, a new generation, 
literally, a new generation of American 
schools. It stresses excellence. It stresses ac- 
countability. It stresses involvement. It 
stresses choice. And choice closes the gap 
between the kitchen table and the teacher’s 
desk. It gets families involved in education. 
And it gives parents power over their chil- 
dren’s schooling. And I urge you to take a 
look at that program again. A lot of it does 
not have to be enacted in Federal legislation. 
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A lot of it can be done simply through innova- 
tion at the State and certainly at the local 
level. 

The family really, when you look at the 
problems, is the key to our future. The may- 
ors of cities in the National League of Cities, 
their executive board came in to see me. I 
mentioned this in the State of the Union. 
And all of them—Mayor Bradley of Los An- 
geles, a great, big city; the Republican mayor 
of a small town in North Carolina of about 
2,000; and in between, mayor of Plano, 
Texas, and cities of that size—all came to- 
gether, and they said, “The biggest worry 
we've got that clearly works against these 
problems in the cities is the decline of the 
American family.” 

And family is a key to our future. And it’s 
been said that the best Department of 
Health and Human Services is the family. 
And it is. And it’s also been said that what 
happens in your house—this was a quote by 
the famous Silver Fox that lives with me over 
in the White House, Barbara Bush—it’s also 
been said that what happens in your house— 
and this is the way she put it, and I think 
it’s very relevant—is more important than 
what happens in the White House. 

And it’s true. It is very, very true. And so 
I’ve asked this Commission that these mayors 
suggest we set up, this Commission on Urban 
Families, to find family policies that work, 
to ferret out Federal legislation that works 
against the family, to suggest Federal legisla- 
tion that might bring the family together and 
might make an errant parent more respon- 
sible. 

And our laws shouldn’t encourage a single- 
parent household or fail to punish men who 
abandon their children and the mothers. 
They should promote whole and healthy fam- 
ilies. And that’s what the purpose of that 
Commission is. And then when we get its 
suggestions, I really want to share them with 
ALEC and other groups because I believe 
you'll find some real merit in what this Com- 
mission will come up with. I’m confident I 
know the direction they're going to take. 

So, these are in the longer term proposal. 
But I’ve also submitted a short-term eco- 
nomic plan. And that provides two essentials 
for families in our Nation, jobs and security. 
And this plan—I’ve challenged the Congress 
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to move on it by March 20—stimulates in- 
vestment. It energizes the real estate indus- 
try, and it cuts taxes that inhibit growth. And 
I’ve asked Congress, as I say, to pass it by 
March 20th, 4 weeks from today. 

Now, very candidly, we’re caught up in a 
political season here. And I have not been 
happy with what’s come out of the Ways and 
Means Committee so far. The Democratic 
leaders have come up with a sorry plan. They 
want higher taxes, and they want higher 
spending. And they hope to buy off the peo- 
ple with a tiny, temporary tax cut. If you be- 
long to an average family of four, their 
scheme will give you about a quarter a day. 
And even the tooth fairy pays more than that 
in there. [Laughter. ] 

And we Americans, we want a large and 
expanding economy that offers new options 
and challenges and that holds the promise 
of job security and employment opportunity. 
And frankly, I think the country has a reason 
to join me in being tired of the games being 
played. For 3 straight years we've tried to 
get a capital gains tax reduction. It would 
stimulate jobs. And all the people that control 
Congress do is say, “Well, it’s a tax sop for 
the rich. This is a break for the rich.” It isn’t. 
When the Steiger amendment was passed in 
78, new businesses were created; new jobs 
were created. And it would have the same 
effect now. 

And we’re competing in this world. And 
Japan has a capital gains tax, an effective tax 
of about one percent; Germany, I think it’s 
zero. And we're asked to compete then with 
two hands tied behind our back in this impor- 
tant world competitive market which we can- 
not turn our back on. 

And so, we're going to keep fighting for 
these things that stimulate this economy and 
get it moving. It is my conviction that if our 
first-time homebuyer credit is passed, and if 
our incentive through rapid depreciation is 
passed, and if our capital gains cut is 
passed—these are three of our seven points 
in this short-time program—it would send a 
signal of confidence to this economy. You 
don’t have to see the effect of it when tax 
time rolls around. It will give us stimulation 
of confidence to the small business guy that 
might just say, “I’m going to take a chance. 
I'm going to open a business here.” 
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And so, we really need help now trying 
to encourage the Congress to pass this pro- 
gram by March 20th. And out of the budget 
agreement of 1990, which had things in there 
I didn’t like, there was one good thing in 
it. There were a couple of things that were 
pretty good. But there was one good thing 
in it: For the first time in history, we put 
caps, meaningful caps, on discretionary Fed- 
eral spending. The critics forget that. Those 
caps are in place. They can work. Federal 
spending’s up because you have S&L’s, 
you've had bank problems, enormous prob- 
lems outside of this. You’ve had the entitle- 
ments going up; they’re outside of the caps. 
But the caps are the only protection the tax- 
payer has against the growth of discretionary 
Federal spending. 

And now, as the election approaches, you 
hear a lot of talk by the Democrats, “We 
want to change it. We want to change the 
caps, knock down the walls.” Please help me 
keep those caps in place. I will veto any at- 
tempt to change it, but we’re going to need 
help to keep those caps in place to protect 
the taxpayer as best we can until we can get 
some Members of Congress on both sides 
of the aisle to share the values that you cer- 
tainly epitomize and advocate. 

So we're in a fight here. And I am going 
to take this one all the way. After March 20th 
they say, “Well, what are you going to do?” 
I say, “Well, I don’t know,” because I’m not 
going to give up until March 20th on trying 
to get this sensible, short-term, stimulative 
program through the Congress. But I guaran- 
tee you, if we fail, the message is going to 
be loud and clear. And we'll put it in very 
clear focus so the voters next fall are going 
to be able to make their determination as 
to what should have been done and those 
who stood against it. 

So again, I would solicit your help in the 
time that remains between now and March 
20. Help us on the short-term program. Ad- 
vocate the things you agree with us on on 
the longer term program, all the things I’ve 
mentioned on education and research and 
family credits. These things are very, very 
helpful for the future. 

So, thank you for what you're doing. I’m 
glad you came by. I wish we had a little more 
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time, but I’m heading off to the South. You 
guess why. 
Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build- 
ing. In his remarks, he referred to Fred Noye, 
chairman, and Sam Brunelli, executive direc- 
tor of the council, and Perry Hooper, a coun- 
cil member from Alabama. 


Nomination of Sigmund A. Rogich To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Iceland 


February 21, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Sigmund A. Rogich, of Ne- 
vada, to be Ambassador to the Republic of 
Iceland. He would succeed Charles E. Cobb, 

r. 
: Currently Mr. Rogich serves as an Assist- 
ant to the President for Public Events and 
Initiatives at the White House in Washing- 
ton, DC. Prior to this, he founded and served 
as the president of R&R Advertising in Las 
Vegas and Reno, NV, and Salt Lake City, UT, 
1973-89. 

Mr. Rogich graduated from the University 
of Nevada-Reno (B.A., 1967). He was born 
May 17, 1944, in Iceland. Mr. Rogich has 
two children and resides in Washington, DC. 


Letter Acongiing the Resignation of 


John E. Frohnmayer as Chairperson 
of the National Endowment for the 
Arts 


February 21, 1992 


Dear John: 

I received your letter of resignation today 
and, with sincere thanks and appreciation for 
your service, I accept your resignation effec- 
tive May 1. 

I recall your coming to talk to me about 
this on October 24. At that time you told 
me you wanted to step aside. I told you then 
that I certainly understood your reasons for 
desiring to return to private life. 
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Your job is one of the most difficult in gov- 
ernment. You have worked hard for rion i 
of expression; and yet, at times, as you have 
ruled against certain grants that you felt were 
beyond the bounds of common decency, you 
have been criticized. 

I thank you for the integrity and commit- 
ment that you have brought to the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 

No two people can agree in every instance 
on every grant or indeed on what is good 
art; in fact some of the art funded by the 
NEA does not have my enthusiastic approval. 
I expect some did not have yours, but this 
should not obscure the overall work of the 
NEA nor your contribution to it. 

I thank you and wish you and your family 
well for a very bright future. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


a 


Mr. President: 

Last October I told you of my desire to 
return to private life. Accordingly, I submit 
my resignation effective May 1, 1992. 

I have appreciated the opportunity to 
serve you and the arts; you know how much 
your personal support has meant to me dur- 
ing these difficult times. You and your ad- 
ministration have accomplished a great deal 
and I’m sure the best is yet to come. 

Sincerely, 


John E. Frohnmayer 


Note: These letters were made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on February 
21 but were not issued as White House press 
releases. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the Confirmation of 
Andrew H. Card, Jr. As Secretary of 
Transportation 


February 21, 1992 


The President is delighted that the United 
States Senate unanimously voted to confirm 
Andrew Card to be Transportation Secretary. 
As Transportation Secretary, Andrew Card 
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will be a leader in the administration’s drive 
to create jobs, increase economic growth, 
and prepare America for a bright future. 

I am sure that Transportation Secretary 
Card will insure that America continues to 
travel safely home and abroad and that the 
Nation’s transportation systems are ready to 
move into the 21st century. 


Remarks to the Southern Republican 
Leadership Conference in 
Charleston, South Carolina 


February 21, 1992 


The President. Thank you, thank you. It 
is great to be here in Charleston, I'll tell you. 
I’m delighted to be back in the South. And 
may I say to our Governor, my dear friend 
Carroll Campbell, we’re grateful for your 
hospitality and, even more, for your leader- 
ship as one of the finest Governors in the 
entire country, a real leader, Carroll Camp- 
bell. And I might say how pleased I am that 
Governor Campbell will serve as our national 
cochairman of the campaign and once again 
as southern regional chairman. I couldn’t be 
in better hands, and thank you very much. 

May I thank the Citadel Bulldog Band 
over there for some fine music. I appreciate 
it very much. And this is a real star-studded 
event. And I want to salute the Governors 
here today, ‘past and present. I know Gov- 
ernor Jim Martin’s here from North Carolina. 
And Members of the United States Congress, 
I think four or five Congressmen with us here 
today, a couple of them with us right here: 
Congressman Ravenel, hometown boy, and 
others. And other distinguished guests. And 
may I say that an early supporter and friend 
of mine is running for the Senate here, 
Tommy Hartnett. And I want to see him 
elected to the United States Senate—former 
member of Congress. And I also want to ac- 
knowledge key members of our political 
team: Rich Bond is with us, our new chair- 
man and Jeanie Austin, doing a superb job. 
And of course, the conference chairman 
Martha Edens’ superb work here. Keep up 
the good work and thank you very much, 
Martha. 
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And it’s great to be here in South Carolina, 
host for the first time, but I’m sure not the 
last time of this prestigious Southern Repub- 
lican Leadership Conference. Four years 
ago, the South led our party to a great victory 
across the entire country. And this year, the 
South will lead us to victory in November 
1992. 

And just to be perfectly clear about it, I 
am confident of winning the Presidency for 
4 more years. I come here fired up and con- 
fident. But I'll need your support. We have 
much to do these next few months because 
we have much to do these next few years. 
Together, we can finish what we’ve started 
and move this country forward. 

Let me open with a true story from my 
own past about the old days, Midland, Texas, 
1956, trying to organize—I hear Ernie An- 
gelo over there—[/aughter|—trying to orga- 
nize a Republican Party. And this is the gos- 
pel truth. I was a precinct judge, a poll judge, 
polling judge at primary election time. The 
first time the Republican Party had ever held 
a primary in Midland County. And Barbara 
and I were there alternating at the polls, poll 
watchers. She and I voted Republican, and 
we represented two-thirds of the Republican 
vote that year, gospel truth. The only other 
guy that voted was a slightly inebriated Dem- 
ocrat. He thought he was voting in the— 
[(laughter|—and you can go back and look 
up the records. 

But some of you all are old enough to re- 
member those days. And sometimes if you 
tried to register Republican, they'd tell you 
not to bother because there was no Repub- 
licans to vote for in the primary. Or times, 
out and out, there was intimidation, some- 
times violence. And we went through a lot 
back then. And in fact, I’m sure many of you 
can share similar experiences. And you say, 
“Well, why did we ‘do it? Why did we build 
a Republican Party in the South when some 
said it was impossible?” We did it because 
we wanted change, and we did it because 
we believed in some fundamental values: 
faith and family, responsibility and respect, 
community and of course country, the Unit- 
ed States of America. And we did it because 
we saw the Government getting too big and 
getting into our pockets and to every corner 
of our lives. And we did it because we wor- 
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ried about our families and our schools and 
our neighborhoods. And we did it because 
our taxes always seem to go up at the same 
time America’s problems got worse. And 
each of us in our own small way finally said, 
“Enough is enough.” 

And we were upstarts and mavericks. And 
we challenged the status quo. We challenged 
the old, what was known as the “courthouse 
crowd,” the closed-door, one-party rule of 
the Democrats. And we did it because we 
knew Republican principles were right. And 
they fought us every step of the way. But 
we fought hard, and we fought fair. And we 
took our message, smaller Government, bet- 
ter Government, to the people of the Caroli- 
nas and Virginia and Mississippi and Florida 
and the rest of this great region of America. 

And we started winning, at first a House 
seat here and a Senate race there. But our 
momentum grew. Momentum grew, and it 
grew. And we owe a great debt of gratitude 
to our standard bearer in those early days, 
those that were out front: Howard Baker, the 
late John Tower, the Bo Calloways and Bill 
Brocks, Drake Edens and Clark Reeds and 
Bill Dickinson and John Paul Hammer- 
schmidt and of course, the phenomenal fa- 
vorite son of South Carolina, right behind 
me, Strom Thurmond. When I think back 
to one year ago almost to this very day, the 
tough decision that had to be made about 
committing your sons and daughters into a 
war, Strom Thurmond was of more support 
to me than any single Senator in the United 
States Senate. And we should be grateful for 
him. 

Well, these leaders paved the way, and 
they inspired a generation of talent that 
transformed the Nation’s political landscape. 
And I’m thinking now of another South Caro- 
linian, a good man and a good friend, Lee 
Atwater. We miss him. We miss him still. 
And it was great to have Sally Atwater flying 
down with us this afternoon on Air Force 
One. Sally, we’re so pleased to be with you. 

Well, today the Republican Party is the 
force for positive change in the New South, 
and I’m proud to have played a modest role 
in that success. Our message then and our 
message now is simple. Carroll said a lot of 
it. We believe Government is too big and 
spends too much. We believe in good schools 
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and safe streets and a Government worthy 
of the people’s respect. And so, we believe 
in less Government, low taxes. Surely we be- 
lieve in a strong defense. And we believe that 
we put America first when we put America’s 
families first. 

And so, we believe that parents, not the 
Government, should make the big decisions. 
Parents, not Government, should choose 
their children’s schools. Parents, not the 
Government, should decide the family’s 
health care. And parents should choose who 
cares for their children, not some bureaucrat 
in Washington, DC, telling us how to do it. 
And yes, we believe it ought to be okay to 
have a voluntary prayer for children in the 
classroom, and I’m not going to change my 
view on that ever. 

Those are our beliefs. And those are why 
we built a party in the South and why we 
continue, with your help, to build it today. 
Those beliefs don’t change from one election 
to the next. They still guide each and every 
one of us each and every day. 

And now we're at the beginning of a new 
era in the history of our country. The cold 
war is over, and America won. The Soviet 
Union, as we remember it, has collapsed, 
gone. Imperial communism is finished for 
good. American leadership changed the 
world. Republican leadership will change 
America. 

I know we've got tough times, but I am 
totally confident about our future. But we’ve 
got a lot of work ahead of us. There are some 
things that are simply on the wrong track in 
our country. Take our courts, for example. 
When fathers stop coaching Little League 
because they’re afraid of liability lawsuits, 
something is wrong. And when doctors stop 
delivering babies because they fear a mal- 
practice lawsuit, something’s wrong. Or when 
people stop volunteering to help each other 
because they fear ambulance-chasing law- 
yers, something is terribly wrong. These days 
a sharp lawyer would tell the Good Samari- 
tan, “Keep on walking.” 

We've proposed reforms to our court sys- 
tem. They've got them sitting up there in the 
United States Senate now to address the 
questions of frivolous lawsuits, and that’s a 
good step. But the real answer for solving 
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problems is to be more concerned with help- 
ing each other than suing each other. 

And then I think about our Nation’s health 
care system. Our health care system _ 
vides—and let’s not forget this—the highest 
quality care anywhere in the world. But it’s 
not perfect. We all know that. And too many 
people do not have access to health insur- 
ance. Too many people worry that they're 
going to lose their coverage if they change 
jobs or, worse still, if they lose their job. And 
anybody who’s had even minor surgery 
knows that health care costs are going 
through the roof. 

The answer is not to go down the road 
of socialized medicine with its long lines and 
faceless, impersonal service. If that’s what we 
wanted, we’d put our doctors and nurses to 
work for the tlc of motor vehicles. 
Our plan, my approach, written out in detail, 
is to reform our health system, make insur- 
ance available to all, keep the quality high, 
the bureaucracy low, and preserve choice. 
And that is vital. And the last thing we want 
is the Government standing between you and 
your doctor. 

And then there’s the sorry welfare system. 
It’s pretty obvious that the system now too 
often perpetuates dependency when it 
should promote independence, promote ini- 
tiative. We need to encourage individual suc- 
cess through personal responsibility, the dig- 
nity of a job. And so, I’ve asked the depart- 
ments and agencies to make it easier—and 
this is upon the advice of Jim Martin and 
Carroll Campbell and others—to make it 
easier for State and local government to re- 
form the system, reform policies that pro- 
mote broken families. We need to get people 
to work, go after the deadbeat fathers who 
run out on those little kids, or as they do 
in Wisconsin, to make recipients work or 
study and to keep families together. 

But we all know what the number one 
issue on the minds of Americans is, and it 
is the economy. And it’s people worried 
about their jobs, providing for their families, 
meeting the everyday challenges of paying 
the bills and providing a home and teaching 
the kids and putting aside for our retirement. 

The American people, your neighbors, 
want this economy fired up again. And so 
do I. And in my State of the Union Address, 
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I put forward a two-part plan. And the first 
part gets business growing again right now, 
instantly upgrading plant and equipment 
again, hiring workers again. It uses incentives 
like an investment tax allowance. 

And yes, it is clearly time for the Congress 
to wake up and cut that tax on capital gains. 
And to get housing back on its feet, I put 
forth several commonsense proposals— 
they're sitting right there in House now— 
to get people buying and building homes. 
And perhaps the most easily understood pro- 
posal is a $5,000 tax credit for first-time 
homebuyers. With our plan, young people al- 
most able to buy that first home could do 
it with the extra $5,000 in their pocket. And 
the plan we’re fighting against in the Con- 
gress this very day gives them absolutely 
nothing, nothing to that first-time home- 
buyer. 

You’re worried about the Democrat’s cur- 
rent plan. I don’t want to say too much about 
it. It’s a nice evening here, and I don’t want 
to ruin it. Current plan, I say current because 
it seems to change just about every hour as 
they change it to garner in some votes from 
the special interests, to buy votes. And that’s 
why it’s really not a plan. It is simply a bad 
deal. It smacks of, pod you ve heard it before, 
class warfare. And listen to the tradeoff in 
their deal: 25 cents a day in temporary tax 
relief for 2 years, paid for, true to form for 
the Democrats, by a large permanent tax in- 
crease. 

Now, some Democrats in the Senate have 
other ideas. They want to get a bidding war 
going. But to pay for that they'd have to hike 
tax rates for the middle class, people making 
$35,000, you know, people like teachers and 
factory workers and everyday Americans. 
And they won’t tell you that about their sorry 
ome But that’s the estimate I’ve been given 

y our experts. Any economist will tell you, 
the last thing our economy needs now is a 
tax increase by that Democratic Congress. 
And their plan adds almost $30 billion to this 
deficit. And the jobs it creates are more likely 
to be for more tax collectors. 

I believe the American people have about 
had it with this tax-and-spend thinking. And 
we drew a line in the sand in the Persian 
Gulf and kept our word, and I'll draw another 
line in the sand right here today. If the 
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Democrats send me this nonsense they're 
talking about now, I will send it right back. 
I will veto it the minute it hits my desk. 

I sent them a plan, a good one. And that’s 
what they ought to work on, not some phony 
partisan maneuver that they know won't fly. 
And I'll say it again to the Congress: Here’s 
the deadline: March 20th. And if we act by 
then we can see some results this spring. No 
more games, no more empty gestures, just 
pass this plan and get the economy going 
again, and then we can have all the political 
fights we want. But let’s set it aside now and 
do something for the American people that 
are hurting out there. 

I said the plan had two parts; you may re- 
member that from the State of the Union. 
The second part is a long-term plan to keep 
this country competitive, keep us vigorous. 
And it’s a road map for competing and lead- 
ing America in this fast-changing world of 
the 21st century. 

Our plan revolutionizes America’s edu- 
cational system. Our plan gets the billions 
of dollars’ worth of cutting-edge Government 
research and development into the hands of 
our private-sector businesses and the workers 
faster than ever before. And that helps us 
get a real return on your tax dollars, invest- 
ment helping to create new jobs and prod- 
ucts. 

Our plan provides tax relief to strengthen 
the family. We raised the tax deduction for 
children by $500. Make no mistake, I want 
this plan passed in this session of Congress. 
Keep the heat on the Congress, and we can 
get that done. 

But a central idea behind our approach 
is that to succeed economically at home we 
have to lead economically abroad. Carroll 
touched on this very eloquently. What he 
means and what I mean is jobs right here 
in America by opening markets for our ex- 
ports all over the world. And I’m going to 
fight hard in every foreign market to do just 
exactly that. We’ve made headway. We have 
made dramatic headway with this increase 
in exports, but we are going to do even bet- 
ter. 

Some people wish the rest of the world 
would just go away. That is naive, and that 
is defeatist. They're saying that a level playing 
field isn’t level enough, that American inge- 
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nuity, American know-how, and the Amer- 
ican can-do spirit are simply a bunch of hack- 
neyed phrases. I don’t believe it. I don’t be- 
lieve that for one minute, and neither do you. 
America is not going to cut and run ever. 
We're going to stay involved, and we are 
going to continue to lead the entire world. 

Before I finish now, I have something to 
say about this primary campaign. Of course, 
this campaign is important, not just to me 
but to you and to our country. And for the 
sake of our country we must not turn over 
the Nation’s leadership to the Democrats. 
Republican leadership must continue. 

For 8 years, Ronald Reagan, I was at his 
side, led this country. For the last 3 years 
I've stood on our principles and against a 
Democratic Congress that would undermine 
them. And with the help of our Republican 
leadership on Capitol Hill, 25 times our prin- 
ciples were upheld, vetoes of bad legislation 
sustained. 

And the next 5 years of American history 
are just too important to entrust to the inex- 
perienced. I believe the American people 
want to hear about how we're going to ad- 
dress our country’s challenges, how we can 
unite our people, create more opportunity 
and hope for all Americans. And I believe 
the American people want to hear solutions, 
not just a lot of name-calling and running 
this country down. 

And frankly, I also believe that sometimes 
somebody’s got to stand up and say what’s 
right about the United States of America. 
And you can’t hear it from this campaign 
going on out there. We are number one, and 
make no mistake about it, and we're going 
to stay that way. 

And another thing, maybe this is just my 
personal prejudice talking, let’s not listen to 
the gloom and doom from all those intense 
talking heads who are happy only when they 
say something negative. We are the United 
States of America, and we don’t have to put 
up with all that. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Let me just say, you and 
I believe in America, and we are optimistic 
about its future. And we believe in our party. 
And I am tremendously fortunate to serve 
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as your President at this most exciting time 
in our Nation’s history. 

Barbara and I count our blessings every 
day for the good fortune that we have to live 
in that majestic White House and to do our 
level-best to serve the people of this great 
country. 

These next primaries are critical. I need 
your help. I need your help to keep our party 
strong and united so that we can win this 
fall. And yes, we have much to do. But I 
guarantee you, we will get the job done. And 
yes, we have many challenges before us. A 
I guarantee you, we will meet them, each 
and every one of them. And yes, there’s an 
election in November. And I guarantee you 
this: We will win it. I want to be your Presi- 
dent for another 4 years. 

Thank you very much. Thank you very, 
very much. Now let’s go out and beat the 
Democrats in the fall. And may God bless 
the United States of America. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at 
the Omni Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Richard N. Brown, chairman, and Jeanie 
Austin, cochairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee; Ernie Angelo, national 
committeeman from Tennessee; and Martha 
Edens, chairman of the Southern Republican 
Leadership Conference. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





February 15 

Bea Gaddy, of Baltimore, MD 

February 17 

Volunteers of Specialink, of Covington, KY 
February 18 

Fred Stavinoha, of Rosenberg, TX 
February 19 

Nicole Bagley, of Alma, GA 
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February 20 

Volunteers of the Fort Smith Community Den- 
tal Clinic, of Fort Smith, AR 

February 21 


Volunteers of the Lend-A-Hand program, of 
Boulder City, NV 





— of Other 


ite House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





February 15 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Nashua, NH, where they 
visited Nashua Mall. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Manchester, NH, where 
they met with Bishop Leo O’Neil of the arch- 
diocese of Manchester and toured a fishing 
and outdoor show at the National Guard Ar- 
mory. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush visited Temple Adath Yeshurun. 


February 16 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended services at First Con- 
gregational Church. Following the service, 
they greeted Sunday school students and par- 
ents. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 


February 17 

In the morning, the President gave inter- 
views to New Hampshire radio stations. 

In the evening, the President gave an 
interview to New England television stations. 


February 18 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
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National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Republican congressional leaders; 

—Attorney General William Barr, for 
lunch; 

—Secretary of Veterans Affairs Edward J. 
Derwinski. 


February 19 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Knoxville, TN. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC, and met with: 

—Samuel K. Skinner, Chief of Staff to the 

President; 
—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 


February 20 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Prime Minister Carl Bildt of Sweden, 
for lunch; 

—Episcopal Church Foundation officers; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the afternoon, the President hosted the 
National Republican Senatorial Trust recep- 
tion on the State Floor at the White House. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Robert John Hughes, of Utah, as 
Chairperson of the Commission on Broad- 
casting to the People’s Republic of China. 
Currently Mr. Hughes serves as a syndicated 
columnist for the Christian Science Monitor 
in Provo, UT. He served as Director of the 
United States Information Agency in 1981 
and Director of the Voice of America in 
1982. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the Commission for the Preservation 
of America’s Heritage Abroad: 


Judy Baar Topinka, of Illinois, for a term expir- 
ing February 27, 1995. This is a reappointment. 
Since 1984 Senator Topinka has served in the 
Illinois State Senate. 

Sigmund Strochlitz, of Connecticut, for a term 
expiring August 9, 1992, succeeding Lawrence 
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J. Majewski, and an additional term expiring 
August 9, 1995, as a reappointment. Currently 
Mr. Strochlitz serves as president of Whaling 
City Ford in New London, CT. 


Morris A. Shmidman, of New York, for a term 
expiring June 24, 1992, and an additional term 
expiring June 24, 1995. These are 
reappointments. Currently Rabbi Shmidman 
serves as executive director of the Council of 
Jewish Organization of Borough Park in Brook- 
lyn, NY. 

Israel Rubin, of Maryland, for a term expiring 
August 9, 1993. This is a reappointment. Since 
1980 Mr. Rubin has served as a financial con- 
sultant in Potomac, MD. 

Stan Rose, of Kansas, for a term expiring June 
24, 1992, succeeding Norman H. Stahl, and an 
additional term expiring June 24, 1995, as a re- 
appointment. Currently Mr. Rose has served as 
chairman and publisher of Sun Publications, 
Inc., in Overland Park, KS. 

Leslie Keller, of New York, for a term expiring 
August 2, 1993. This is a reappointment. Cur- 
rently Mr. Keller serves as president of the 
Emanuel Foundation for Hungarian Culture in 
Rego Park, NY. 

Eugene Huppin, of Washington, for a term expir- 
ing June 24, 1992, succeeding Arthur Berney, 
and an additional term expiring June 24, 1995, 
as a reappointment. Currently Mr. Huppin 
serves as an attorney with the law firm of 
Huppin, Ewing, Anderson & Paul, P.S., in Spo- 
kane, WA. 

Joseph Halfon, of New York, for a term expiring 
February 27, 1995. He would succeed Mary 
Lou O’Brien. Since 1976 Mr. Halfon has served 
as principal of Joseph Halfon Realty in Spring 
Valley, NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William Bailey, of Connecticut, to 
be a member of the National Council on the 
Arts, National Foundation on the Arts and 
the Humamities, for a term expiring Septem- 
ber 3, 1996. He would succeed Helen 
Frankenthaler. Currently Mr. Bailey serves 
as an art professor at the Yale School of Art 
in New Haven, CT, and is also a painter. 


February 21 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
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National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Charleston, SC, and met with southern lead- 
ers for the Bush-Quayle campaign. He later 
returned to Andrews Air Force Base, MD, 
and then went to Camp David, MD, for the 
weekend. 

The Office of the Press Secretary an- 
nounced that the President will meet with 
Chancellor Kohl of Germany at Camp David 
during the weekend of March 21-22. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 18 


George J. Terwilliger III, 
of Vermont, to be Deputy Attorney General, 
vice William Pelham Barr. 


Marc Allen Baas, 

of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to Ethiopia. 


Kenneth C. Rogers, 

of New Jersey, to be a member of the Nu- 
clear Regulatory Commission for the term 
of 5 years expiring June 30, 1997 (reappoint- 
ment). 
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Vice Admiral William O. Studeman, 

U.S. Navy, to be Deputy Director of Central 
Intelligence, and to have the rank of Admiral 
while so serving. 
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